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For the Churchman’s Magazine. 
Exposition of the Liturgy. 


Tue perfection of the Liturgy is 
one of the chief excellencies of the 
Episcopal Church. The more 
closely the succession and import of 
its several parts are examined, the 
more conspicuous will appear their 
order and harmony. The more mi 
nutely we observe the significancy 
of each particular office, the more 
reason we shall have io admire the 
wisdom and the piety which, under 
the direction of Providence. dictated 
and devised the whole. But in or- 
der to worship “ with the under- 
standing and the heart,” we must 
comprehend its meaning, and im- 
bibe its spirit. 

It is the intention of the writer of 
the present communication, to fur- 
nish for some future numbers of the 
Churchman’s Magazine, a series of 
remarks on the several offices of the 
Liturgy ; desigued to guide the rea- 
der to a more intelligent comprehen- 
sion, and a more pious use, of that 
admirable help to our devotions. 
His remarks will be of an explana- 
tory, a doctrinal, and a practical 
kind and it will not be so much his 
object to aim at originality, as to 
bring together some of the best 
thoughts of the many distinguished 
Commentators who have made it 
the subject of their labours 

[t seems proper that this series of 
remarks should be commenced with 
the commencement of a volume, and 
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if Providence permit, the first num- 
ber shall appear in the next number 
of the Magazine In the mean 
time, and as a suitable introduction, 
I beg'ieave to subjoin the following 
character of the Liturgy from Bishop 
Jeremy Taylor’s “ Apology for au- 
thorized and set Forms.” 

“ The Liturgy of the Church of 
England,” says he, “ hath advanta- 
ges so many and so considerable, as 
not only to raise itself above the de- 
votions of other Churches, but to 
endear the affections of good people 
to be in love with Liturgies in gene- 
ral. ‘Tothe Churches of the Ro- 
man conimunion we can say that 
ours is reformed: To the Retormed 
Churches, we can say, that it is or- 
derly and decent. For we were 
freed from the impositions and last- 
ing errors of a tyrannical spirit. and 
yet from the extravagancies of a 
popular -spirit too, Our Reforma- 
tion was done without tumult, and 
yet we saw it necessary to reform: 
We were zealous to cast away the 
old errors ; but our zeal was balan- 
ced with consideration, and the re- 
sults of authority. We were not 
like women and children, when 
they are affrighted with fire in their 
clothes ; we shook off the coal in- 
deed but not our garments ; lest we 
should have exposed our Church to 
that nakedness, which the excellent 
men in our sister Churches com- 
plained to be among themselves.— 
That only, in which the Church of 
Rome had prevaricated against the - 
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word of God, or innovated against 
Apostolic tradition, was pared a- 
way. Great part of it consisted of 
the very words of Scripture, as the 
Psalms, Hymus, Epistles, and . Gos- 
pels : and the rest wes in every 
particular made agreeable to it, and 
drawn from the Liturgies of the an- 
cient Church. The Rubricks of it 
were written ia the biood of some of 
the compilers ; men famous in their 
generations—whose reputation and 
glory of martyrdom hath made it im- 
modest for the best men now to 
compare themselves with them. 
And its composure is so admirable, 
that the most industrious wits of its 
enemies can scarce find out an ob- 
jection, of value enough to make a 
doubt, or scarce ascruple, in a se- 
rious spirit. There is no part of 
teligion, but is in the offices of the 
Charch of England. For if the soul 
desires to be humbled, she hath 
forms provided of confession to God 
before his Church: if she will re- 
joice and give God thanks for par- 
ticular blessings, there are forms of 
thanksgiving forall the solemn oc- 
casions which could be foreseen, 
and for which provision could by 
public order be made: if she will 
commend to God the public and 
private necessities of the Church 
and single persons, the whole body 
of the collects and devotions sup- 
plies them abundantly : and if her 
devotions be high and pregnant, and 
prepared to fervency and importuni- 
ty of congress with God, the Litany 
is an admirable pattern of devotion, 
full of circumstances proportionable 
to a quick and earnest spirit. When 
the revolution of the anniversary 
calls on us, to perform our duty of 
special meditation on, and thankful- 
ness to God ‘for, the glorious bene- 
fits of Christ’s i incargation, nativily, 
passion, resurredtion and ascension, 
&c. then we have the offices of 
Christmas. the Annunciation, Good- 
Friday, Easter and Ascension, &c. 
and the offices are so ordered that, 


if they be summed up, they will 
make an excellent Creed, and the 
very design of the day teaches the 
meaning of our article. The life and 
death of the saints, which are very 
precious in the eyes of God, are so 
remembered, that, by giving thanks 
and praise, God may be honoured ; 
the Church instructed by the propo- 
sition of their examples. and we give 
testimony of the honour and love we 
pay to religion, by our pious venera- 
tion and esteem of those holy and bea- 
tified persons. ‘To which if we add 
the advantage of the whole Psalter, 
which is an entire body of devotion 
by itself, and hath in it forms to ex- 
ercise all graces, by way of internal 
act and spiritual intention, there is 
not any ghostly advantage, which 
the most religious can either need or 
fancy, but what the English Liturgy, 
in its entire constitution, will furnish 
us withal.” 

To the foregoing eloquent charac- 
teristic of the Liturgy by Bishop 
Taylor, I cannot forbear the plea- 
sure of adding another delineation 
by the pious Dean Comber. It 
may be found at large in the pre- 
face to his “ Companion to. the 
Temple.” 

“ Though all Churches in the 
world, says he, have, and ever 
had forms of prayer; yet none was 
ever blessed with so ‘comprehensive, 
so exact and so inofiensive a com- 
posure as ours: which is so judi- 
ciously contrived, that the wisest 
may exercise at once their knowl- 
edge and devotion ; and yet soplain, 
that the most ignorant may pray 
with understanding ; so full that no- 
thing is omitted which is fit to be 
asked in public; and so particular, 
that it compriseth most things which 
we would ask in private ; and yet so 
short, as not to tire any that hath 
true devotion: its doctrine is pure 
and primitive; its ceremonies so 
few and innecent, that most ef the 
christian world agree in them: its 
method is exact and natural: its 
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i¢22.j On Moral 
language significent and perspicuous ; 
most of the words and phrases being 
taken out of the holy Seripturés, and 
the rest are the expressions of the 
first and purest ages ;-so that whoev- 
er takes exceptions to these must quar- 
rel with the language of the Holy 
Ghost, and fall out with the Church 
in her greatest innocence: and in 
the opinion of the most impartial 
and excellent Grotius, (who was ne 
member of, nor had any obligation 
to, this Church) the English Litur- 
gy comes so near to the primitive 
patterns, that none of the Reformed 
Churches can compare with it. 

And if any thing external be 
needful te recommend that which ts 
so glorious within; we may add 
that the compilers were (most of 
them) men of great piety and learn 
ing ; and (several of them, either 
martyrs or confessors upon the resti- 
tution of Popery ; which, as it de- 
clares their picty, so doth the judi- 
cious digesting of these prayers evi- 
dence their learning. For therein a 
scholar may discern close logick, 
pleasing rhetorick, pure divinity, 
and the very marrow of the ancient 
doctrine and discipline ; and yet all 
made so familiar, that the unlearned 
may safely say, Amen.” C, 
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On Moral Prelensions. 


Tle, (says the historian Milner) 
who does much mischief in deceiv- 
ing souls, must at least have a fair 
appearance of morals.””—And if this 
was true, when applied to the an- 
cient propagators of a false doctrine, 
itis not less so with regard to a simi- 
lar description of men, of more mod- 
ern date. 

Were the apostles of heresy and 
infidelity to appear before the world, 
in all that deformity of vice, which 
is the ordinary and legitimate fruit 
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of an unsound faith, their followers 
would be few: and they might as 
well give up the work of proselyting 
at once, and abandon their cause in 
despair. Few men are so shameless, 
or so degraded in their own view, as 
to become the open followers of one 
who should proclaim himself to be 
the patron of rogues; nor would 
any man of common decency or dis- 
cernment, avowedly embrace a doc- 
trine, which should be known to 
have for its object, the corruption of 
manners, or the depreciation of mo- 
ral worth. Hence, every deceiver 
of souls, however gross and absurd 
lis heresy, or however rank his infi- 
delity, will endeavour to put on a 
 goudly outside :” And his deluded 
followers will be sure to make a loud 
boast of the correctness of his morals, 
and the purity of his life. 

Now I have no disposition to be 
censorious 5 nor Is it my prerogative 
to judge. There is one that judg- 
eth” But when such high preten- 
sions are set up, and when the object 
of the boast, is to betray unwary 
souls, and to “ overthrew the faith 
of some,” by the successtul propa- 
gation of error, it becomes a duty to 
aid as far as possible in stripping the 
mask from the face of deceivers, 
and in exhibiting them to the world 
in their true colours. 

In examining the pretensions of 
these men, then, by what test shall 
we try them ?—Moral virtue, the 
brightest ornament of the Christian 
character, and one of the highest ey- 
idences of a true faith, is always the 
same in essence: But it is well 
known, that mankind differ very ma- 
terially in their ideas of practical 
morality. One man, for instance, 
will believe that he discharges all 
his moral obligations, in the exer- 
cise of a little benevolence : Another 
will imagine, that morality consists 
in fair and upright dealing ;—and 
another, that temperance is the sum 
of all his moral duties. A different 
class of men, will make a merit of 
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abstaining from this or that partic- 
ular vice ; and flatter themselves, 
that all other may be practised with 
impunity. Others again, will take 
the code of some moral philosopher, 
as a sure guide in all matters of con- 
science ; and, squaring their con- 
duct by its rules, will vainly boast 
of fulfilling every relative duty. I 
shall contend, however, that the on- 
ly perfect code of morals, is to be 
found in the Bible ; and that all pre- 
tensions to practical morality, not 
founded ona conformity to its pre- 
cepts, must be defective. 

By this test, then, let the moral 
character of the apostles, and prea- 
chers, and abettors of heresy and 
infidelity, be tried ; and if they shall 
be found wanting on this trial, it 
certainly will not be unfair to con- 
clude, that they have “stolen a 
shape,” merely to cover an intended 
deception. 

Benevolence, honesty, and tem- 
perance, are all mora] duties, and 
are excellent in themselves ; but 
they do not constitute the whole 
code of gospel morality: Nor does 
exemption from a single vice, or a 
whole class of vices, render the prac- 
tice of another, any more tolerable 
in the sightof God. For whoso- 
ever shall keep the whole law, and 
yet offend in one point, he is guilty 
ofall.” There are certain virtues 
enjoined tu the gospel, which the 
loudest pretenders to morality seem 
to overlook ; and which, to all hu- 
man appearance, produce little or 
no influence on their conduct. Among 
these, are meekness, humility, gen- 
tless, and the like—virtues, I verily 
believe, rarely to be found among 
the propagators of false or heretical 
doctrines.  Arregance, pride of 
opinion, and an overweening fond- 
ness of power and influence, have, 
from the earliest period to the pre- 
sent time, distinguished this class of 
men. They kindle at opposition, 
and grow impatient under contradic- 
tion. They give way to the angry 
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passions ; they retort with bitter- 
ness, and are among all men, the 
most implacable and revengeful.— 
Aud yet they boast of their morali- 
ty! But in none of the Christian 
virtues do they appear so deficient, 
as in that of charity. Accusing 
others of bigotry, they are them- 
selves the worst of bigots. Claim- 
ing for themselves the right of think- 
ing and saying what they please, 
they are unwilling to allow to oth- 
ers the same privilege. Holding 
their own opinions to be infallible, 
they condemn all others, as the 
fruit of folly or of fraud : And, affect- 
ing the most boundless liberality, 
they anathematize all who do not 
subscribe implicitly to their dogmas. 

Thus might we proceed, until the 
boasted morality of the apostles and 
abettors of heresy and infidelity, 
would be found little better than 
“ sounding brass, or a tinkling cym- 
bal.” But I forbear for the pre- 
sent—earnestly hoping, that these 
few hints, hasty. as they are, may 
tend to excite some little vigilance 
in scanning the pretensions of men, 
who, under “a fair appearance of 
morals,” are doing “ much mischief 
in deceiving souls.” H. 


Qe. 


From the Christian Remembrancer. 


An Obedient Will necessary lo lhe 
receplion of the Truth. 


In the attainment of all human 
science, we constantly find that 
much of our future progress depends 
on our laying a good teundation of 
elementary knowledge, and having 
our minds duly disposed to receive 
and obey the directions of our instruc- 
tors Why, thea, it may be well 
asked, are we to hope to become re- 
ligious, to attain the knowledge of 
our most holy religion, without tak- 
ing any such pains, either with our- 
selves or others; without any ele- 
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mentary instruction. or any predis- 
position in our minds to receive 
those high ard awful truths, which 
it is the object of that religion to in- 
culcate ? Our Lord (to direct our 
attention to the latter of these quali- 
fications) has surely taught us a ve- 
ry different lesson, by his expressly 
annexing the promise of divine 
knowledge to an obedient will. “ If 
any man,” says he, “ will do,” is 
willing to do, “ his will, he shall 
know of the doctrine.” And if we 
will only reflect how much influence 
the will has on the understanding ; 
and farther, that the religion of 
Christ contains not only a collec- 
tion of doctrines, but a rule of life, 
nay, that all its doctrines are essen- 
tially practical, we shall see cause 
enough, I think, to admire the rea- 
son as well as the mercy of this 
promise. Look abroad into the 
world Go among the shrewd and 
the clever, the self-sufficient, and 
vain possessors of its wisdom ; and 
consider what treatment religion, 
I will not say will always receive, 
but is likely to receive at their 
hands! Will men, who think so 
highly of themselves, be eager to 
comply with these admonitions of 
Holy Writ, “ Be clothed with hu- 
mility ;” ‘“ Be converted and _be- 
come as little children ;”? “ Be fools 
that ye may be wise?” And can 
we wonder that they should disbe- 
lieve, or refuse to receive into their 
hearts a religion so spiritual, and 
necessarily in many parts above 
their comprehension ? 

Go among the gay, the thought- 
less, and the trifling. These can 
neither bear to “commune with 
their own hearts,” nor to “ be sober 
and watch unto prayer,” nor to take 
off their eyes fromthe giddy flutter 
of worldly vanities, and fix their 
whole souls in deep and solemn at- 
tention on the awful objects of eter 
nity. And can we wonder that 
these should pretend to disbelieve a 
religion, that in the very nature of 


its communications, no less than in 
its express injunctions, requires its 
followers to do these things ? 

Go among the  worldly-minded 
and the avaricious. These cannot 
consent to give up the cares of the 
world, and the deceitfulness of rich- 
es; they will not go in the secrecy, 
or the bountiful charity of the Chris- 
tian, and give to the poor, or serve 
God at the expense of mammon. 
Can we wender then, if among men, 
such as these, we should find disbe- 
lievers in the gospel of Christ ? 

Go among the sensual and the 
dissolute. What chance with these 
can a religion have that requires the 
unconditional surrender of the whole 
man to the will of his Maker, and 
saith in words that can neither be 
mistaken nor eluded, “ As he 
which hath called you is holy, so be 
ye holy in all manner of conversa- 
tion.” Surely if they would but 
speak it out, the grand secret of 
their infidelity is this, “ We will not 
become Christians, because we 
must become good and holy, and 
heep ourselves unspotted from the 
world.” 

Propose now to these same _ per- 
sons a system of natural philosophy, 
and request their assent to its laws, 
and concurrence in its discoveries : 
they will listen with the deepest at- 
tention to your arguments, watch 
the result of your experiments, 
thankfully accept your explanations, 
admit their force, and probably be- 
come hearty converts to your no- 
tions. But open the Bible, enlarge 
on the sublime simplicity of its style, 
and the richness and variety of its 
matter ; unfold out of its holy pa- 
ges the nature, and existence, and 
attributes of the Godhead, and the 
whole scheme of man’s redemption : 
they may possibly give you audi- 
ence to this word. But when out of 
the same Bible, when as an integra! 
and indispensable part of the reli- 
gion of Christ, you press the return 
that they are expected to make ; 
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build up on the foundation of faith, 
the rules of Christian charity, in the 
most extended sense of the word, 
and “ reason of righteousness, tem- 
perance, and judgment to come,” 
their bad inclinations take the 
alarm. and like Felix, they tremble 
within themselves, and answer, 
‘Go thy way.” Religion is a 
question that touches a man to the 
quick, It is not confined to the head; 
itis not a mere speculation, that, 
whether true or false, interferes no- 
thing with the full gratification of 
“ the lust of the flesh, aud the lust 
of the eye, and the pride of life.’ 
They plainly perceive, that if they 
once acknowledge the gospel to be 
true, they must convict themselves 
of being wrong. They can no lon- 
ger goon as they have done, but 
must submit to an entire change of 
heart and practice. Hither their 
Justs must be given up, or the truth 
denied, and they choose the latter. 
“ Thecarnal mind is enmity with 
God.” 

in making these remarks, I can 
only be actuated by one motive, the 
advancement of the cause of true re- 
ligion. 1 am far from meaning io 
assert that every individual instance 
of infidelity is necessarily, and in all 
cases attributable to depravity of 
heart, and immorality oi practice. 
At the same time, 1 must confess 
myself unprepared to admit those 
high pretensions to be good and mo- 
ral men, which have been boldly 
made by some unbelievers, and tri- 
umphantly re-echoed by their ad- 
mirers. ‘Todo the will of God, im- 
plies somewhat more than a mere 
external decency of manners, and 
regard tothe established laws and 
feelings of social life. Humility of 
temper, purity of heart, seli-restraint, 
and a care for the souls of our fel- 
Jow creatures, which may be as 
deeply and extensively injured, if 
not more so, by the insidious prop- 
agation of false doctrines, than even 
by open immorality of life, (which 
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in the very disgust that it excites, 
seems to provide in some degree its 
own antidote)—all these several 
graces are tobe comprehended un- 
der that willingness to do the will of 
God, which is spoken of in the 
Seriptures of truth ; and where this 
willingness really and fully exists, I 
can never believe that the good and 
gracious Lord will ever suffer infi- 
delity to take root in the heart. And 
must still recur with confidence to 
my Saviour’s words, “If any man 
will do the ni/l of God, he shall 
know of the doctrine.” 


ao @BDDs:.- 


Judgment of the British Critics 
concerning Madame de Slaci— 
extracted from their Review of 
The Character and Writings of 
Madame de Stael, by Madame 
Necker de Stussnee. 


[We honestly confess that our 
principal object in laying the follow- 
ing remarks before our readers, is to 
abate if possible, some of that high 
esteem which we think has been toa 
profusely bestowed on a_ writer, 
whose works are better fitted to a- 
muse and entertain, than to convey 
just ideas of religion and philosophy. 
We do not speak now of her po ult. 
cal writings—people may judge of 
them as they please—we refer to 
the moral tendency of her philo- 
sophical and religious principles, and 
their operation on her own conduct. 
We have rarely had occasion ‘o re- 
fer toher estimations on these im- 
portant subjects, without being in- 
sensibly reminded of ano{her cotem- 
porary female writer, who with al- 
most equal powers of pleasing, has 
done mere substantial good te man- 
kind than any writer of the present 
age. | 


*“ We know not how to convey an 
adequate idea of Madame de Stael’s 
love for her father. Like Aaron’s 
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rod, it swallowed up every other 
feeling. She wrote to Chateaubri- 
and that she had constantly been 
the same, whether gay or melan- 
choly, the objects of her love had al 
ways been God, her father, and li- 
berty. Even if she had no hope of 
a future state, she would return 
thanks to God for having lived to 
know and love her father. Her de- 
vice might have been — 

O liberte de Rome ! O manes de mon pere ! 

But it is grievous to see how even 
so sacred and lovely a feeling as fili- 
al tenderness can become weak and 
ridiculous when tinged with sen- 
timentality. During the latter 
years of his life, the sight of his 
old age, and the thought of the 
separation which would speedily 
take place, filled her eyes with tears 
whenever she looked at him ; but on 
its being remarked to her that he 
was growing old, she repelled the 
idea with indignation, and declared 
she should consider whoever dared 
to say so as her greatest enemy. 
Hier object was to deceive herself 
and M. Necker as to his real state, 
and it must have been affecting to 
see her trifling with the evidence of 
her senses, and labouring to dis- 
tract his mind with the vanities and 
hopes of youth, while he was stand- 
ing on the brink of eternity. Advan- 
ced life seems to have been merci- 
fully intended as a season of reflec- 
tion and preparation, and its de!yi'ity 
and infirmities as warnings of the 
approaching change, but Madame 
de Stael appears to have applied all 
her powers of fascination to defeat 
the ends of Providence, and by a pi- 
tiable effort at delusion, attempted 
to transform the proverbial gravity 
of old age into a scene of unseasona- 
ble levity. Yet though she appear- 
ed sometimes scarcely to believe in 
the possibility of his death, she was 
ever ready to take alarm at the 
slightest danger that menaced him. 

“ After Necker’s death she enter- 


‘tained a superstitious feeling respect- 


ing him, which in some degree alle- 
viated the bitterness of her grief. 
Having experienced some relief in a 
journey she wok ito lialy soon af- 
ter that event, she attributed it to 
his intercession ; from a conviction 
that he was constantly protecting, 
consoling, aad succouring her. She 
invoked him in her prayers, and 
when any fortunate event occurred 
to her, she always said “ my father 
obtained that for me.” His portrait 
never quitted her except once, 
when being very ill herself, and find- 
ing great comfort in contemplating 
it, she imagined that her daughter, 
who was then near ber confinement, 
would derive a similar benefit. from 
it, and sending it to her, she told her 
to look at it when she suffered.— 
She saw the image of her father in 
every old man she met, and so 
strong was the impression caused by 
this association of ideas, that her 
charity to them was unbounded. In 
a word, the idea of Necker was coa- 
nected with all her thoughts. 

“ There were in Madame de 
Stacl some of those contradictions of 
character, which are sometimes 
found to exist so singularly in the 
same person. Her steength of mind 
for instance seems to have torsaken 
her whenever she ceased to speak or 
laid down the pen. Far from pla- 
cing confidence in her own powers, 
she was irresolute in taking the 
most trifling decisions. and reterred 
to her father for advice respecting 
her personal expenses. her dress, 
her domestic arrangements, the ma- 
nagement of her children. Wheu 
he dicd the chain which held every 
thing together seemed to be broken, 
—all would go wrong —her fertune 
would be ruined,—her  childreg 
would be ill brought up—her ser- 
vants would no longer obey her or- 
ders—and to the remonstrances of 
her friends on the. chiidishness of 
such groundless alarms her enly an- 
swer was, “ It is because 1 have got 
my father any more.” Fear was 
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another of her weaknesses, one of 
the greatest curses to which her live- 
ly imagination exposed her... It is 
really painful to see her after the 
publication of the profoundest work 
which has yet issued from a female 
pen, had exposed her to the resent- 
ment of Bonaparte, trembling on 
the frontiers of France, dreading to 
quit them yet afraid to stay, wasting 
her strength in irresolute and unavail- 
ing conflicts, and without courage to 
fly till the danger of delay became 
too pressing to be disregarded. Ma- 
dame de Stael fled before the French 
army on its advance into Russia, as 
if she alone had been the object of 
its march; she quitted Moscow 
with precipitation ; and as Madame 
Necker magnificently adds, “ la 
flamme y devora ses traces” Pe- 
tersburzh did not seem to offer an 
asylum sufficiently secure, besides 
the pain she fel: at witnessing the en- 
thusiasm of that national vengeance 
which was so soon to burst on her 
countrymen ; and Madame de Stael 
found no resting place till she arrived 
at Stockholm. Money affairs were 
also a source of inquietude to her, 
but it was probably not without too 
much cause that during the time of 
the revolution she often expressed 
her dread of being ruined. But her 
fears quickly excited, were some- 
times as quickly allayed. In the 
midst of her alarm for M. Rocca, 
and whiist he still really continued 
in a very precarious state, she sud- 
denly conceived a notion that he 
was in no danger, and passed froma 
state of anxiety bordering on dis- 
traction. into one of childish securi- 
ty. Again her constitutional gaiety 
was sometimes strangely contrasted 
with a tincture of melancholy which 
seemed to be as it were the ground- 
work of her lightest sallies. Her 
conversation at one time turned al- 
most entirely on the gravest subjects, 
and it was not till the contagion of 
her solemn phrases had made her 
drawing room like the cave of Tro- 
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phonius, that she took a disgust at 
the affectation of sentiment. 

“ Yet with all our admiration for 
the genius of Madame de Stael, 
there is much that we would blot 
from her writings. She speaks like 
a child on subjects connected with 
religion ; her account of it in Ger- 
many is confessedly the worst part 
of the book ; and whenever she re- 
curs to the topic a new proof is af- 
forded of the vanity of all knowledge 
and intellectual superiority which is 
not founded upon right grounds. 
We walk amongst the flowers of her 
imagination as if there was a chance 
of treading unawares on some hid- 
den danger; or eur enthusiasm is 
suddenly checked by some reverie 
on the perfectibility of human na- 
ture, or declamation against a church 
establishment, or a consideration of 
the passions only with reference to 
the happiness of man, ard not as 
they influence the conduct. She 
retracted, it is true, the apology for 
suicide, contained in Delphine, as it 
was first published, but enough re- 
mains in her several works to indi- 
cate the irregular tendency of her 
mind, and to detract materially from 
her value as a moral writer. 

“ We wish to say nothing of Ma- 
dame de Stael’s religious feelings. 
Madame Necker rates them very 
highly, but we fear her standard of 
merit differs greatly from the balance 
of the sanctuary. She finds it writ- 
ten in her manual, that the Almigh- 
ty will be merciful to genius—Dieu 
sera clement envers le genie ; we 
read a somewhat different lesson— 
Into whomsoever much is given, 
of him shall be much required. 
Madame de Stael’s devotion was ev- 
idently of the speculative cast, a 
sort of poetical belief which was far 
from being constantly applied even 
by herself to the situations of real 
lite. She had in view the conse- 
quences of her actions rather than 
their motives. Her mind was filled 


with vague illusions, which were at 
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times puerile, and at times some- 
thing worse. She imagined that 
her deceased friends would perhaps 
one day procure for ler, asa part 
of their recompense, the blessing of 
being reunited to them, . Death was 
to her iu the most emphatic sense, 
the king of terrors,—it was iu vain 
she repeated to herself mon pere 
m’altend sur Vautre bord, and tried 
to quiet her fears by the hope that 
she was about to rejoin him—a bit- 
ter regret of life was betrayed in all 
her expressions, and not one of the 

uliar consolations of religion 
poured its balm over the closing 
scene. None of the images of the 
‘smoking flax’ and the ‘ bruised 
reed,’ or the promised acceptance of 
the ‘ broken spirit’ and the ‘ contrite 
heart,’ arose in her mind to impart a 
ray of comfort, or to suggest that 


. © weeping may endure for a night, 
_ but joy cometh in the morning.’ 


One thing has struck us very forci- 
bly in considering her religious cha- 
racter. Preachers generally appeal 
to the habit of prayer asone of the 
undeniable evidences of a really de- 
votional spirit Now Madame de 
Stael’s language concerning prayer 
appears to us very exiraordiuary, as 
proceeding from her. “ Every time 
that I am alone, | pray—People 
need not retire for the exercise, whea 
they feel in themselves a disposition 
for prayer. What would become of 
a mother who feared for her infant 
without prayer? There is not a 
quarter of an hour—I might perhaps 
say less, in which the idea of the di- 
vinity is not presented to my heart.” 
Speaking of metaphysics, she said, 
* I love the pater-noster betier than 
all that,” and during her sleepless 
nights she used to repeat it incessant- 
ly to calm her spirits. Now such 
passages seem to prove either that 
too much stress is laid on prayer as 
a test of vital religion, or that she 
whose experience they describe, was 
herself a vitally religicas character. 

Vou. I. No. I. 2 


“* We confess that in our view of 
the case the lesson which Madame 
de Stael’s life is calculated to con- 
vey is humiliating to our self-compla- 
cent feelings. It teaches us that the 
gilts of sensibility and the imagina- 
tion are dangerous for our fallen 
staie—and that the best faculties of 
the mind, if not watched and re- 
Strained with perpetual vigilance 
sometimes have a tendency not to 
elevate our religious affections, but 
rather to direct them from their pro- 
per course. Talents are a less en- 
viable possession than men com- 
monly suppose. They bring with 
them a blessing-or a curse, and if it 
is good to be wise, it is safer, and 
often better, to be simple. 


=~@@en- 
From the Christian Observer. 


Tn following remarks were has- 
tily drawn up by the late lamented 
Henry Martyn, in answer te the ob- 
jection that future rewards and pun- 
ishments were net revealed in the 
Old Testament. They were writ- 
ten at the request of a benevolent la- 
dy, the wife of an officer of rank in 
India, who, having been challenged 
by a gentleman to answer the objec- 
tion just specified, applied to her 
friend Mr. Martyn, who was sta- 
tioned on the spot. for further infor- 
mation on the subject. 

1. What if no revelation of a fu- 
ture state had been made to the Is- 
raelites? Can any one say how 
much God is obliged to reveal, or 
what ought to be the sanctions of 
his laws ? It is enough for us that 
he promises and threatens in general 
terms. He might, if he had chosen, 
have required obedience without 
making any promises at all; much 
less those of a blissful immortality. 

2. But the Hebrew sacred Scrip- 
tures are full of declarations that 
there is a reward te the righteeys. 
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and punishment to the wicked—and 
there is manifestly no fulfilment of 
these declarations upon earth : there- 
fore there must be a fulfilment of 
them in a future world. Hence the 
tendency of the Hebrew Scriptures 
istolead our thoughts to another 
world. 

3. A very early event in the his- 
tory of men would suggest these re- 
flections to them—namely, the death 
of Abel, who was approved by God, 
and presently murdered, while the 
murderer survived and, built a city. 

4. “In the day thou eatest there- 
of thou shalt surely die.” Now. if 
there be no future state, the serpent 
has been and will be completely tri- 
umphant—for by his wiles our first 
parents died, and so do all men. 
How then should the primeval pro- 
mise be fulfilled that One descend- 
ed from the woman should bruise 
the serpent’s head? If it be replied, 
that the serpent might be bruised 
without any benefit to us, why was 
the promise given to our first pa- 
rents, or left upon record for us ? 

Again, death is the punishment 
of sin; but we read of many who 
were restored to the favour of God. 
But if there be no future state, pun- 
ishment is executed upon them to its 
utmost extent: how then can they 
be said to be restored to the favour 
of God ? 

5 The translation of Enoch.— 
Why was Enoch taken without 
dying te dwell with God, if it was 
not intended that others of his spe- 
cies should exist in another world ? 
Enoch was by no means the most 
eminent servant of God. 

6. The frequent appearance of 
angels to good men.—Every such 
visit would remind them of another 
world. But to be reminded of a 
world where some of God’s crea- 
tures enjoy his presenee, but into 
which they were never to enter, 
would be an occasion of extreme 
pain to those good men who loved 
God and his service: and would 


God needlessly put his servants te 
pain ? 

7. Gen. xlvii. 9.—The patriarchs 
spoke of themselves as being stran- 
gers and pilgrims—that is, that they 
were not in their native land, but 
were travelling. Now, as the Apos- 
tle arguesin the Epistle to the He- 
brews, if they had meant the earthly 
land from which they had come, 
they had full opportunity to retura 
thither, which they never seemed to 
think of doing Evidently, there- 
fore, the country they sought was a 
heavenly one. 

8. Exod. “I am the God of Abra- 
ham and the God of Isaac and the 
God of Jacob.”—This means more 
than being their Creator and Pre- 
server, for this he is to all mankind. 
In Scripture, that God is our God, 
and that we are his people, are cor- 
relative propositions. ‘To be his 
people, is to be governed, protected, 
provided fer, and loved by him: 
therefore to be our God, is to be our 
Governor, Protector, Supplier, and 
Friend. But God cannot be the 
Governor, Protector, &c. of dead 
people, that is. of non-entities : 
therefore Abraham, Isaac, and Ja- 
cob are all living, theugh they had 
died. 

9, The translation of Elijahk.— 
See 5. 

10. 1 Kings xvii. 22. “ And the 
soul of the child came into him 
again, and he revived.” —From this 
they might learn, that the soul can 
and dves exist in a state separate 
from the body. So 2 Kings, xiii, 
21. 

11. “I know that my Redeemer 
liveth. and that he shall stand at the 
latter day upon the earth; and 
though, after my skin, worms de- 
stroy this body, yei in my ffesh 
shal I see (rod.” 

12. Psalm avi. 10. ™ Thou wilt 
not leave my soul in hell (in the 
grave)—thou wilt shew me the path 
of life : in thy presence is fulness of 
jey. and at thy right hand are plea- 
sures for evermore.” 
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Psalm xvii. 14. “ From men of 
the world, who have their portion 
in this life—as tor me,I shall be 
satisfied when I awake with thy 
likeness.” 

Psalm xxiii. 4. “ Though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of 
death. I will fear ne evil, for thou art 
with me.” 

Psalm xlix. 14. “ Like sheep 
they are laid in the grave, death shall 
feed on them, and. the upright shall 
have dominion over them in the 
morning ” 

Psalm Ixxi. 20. “ Thou shalt 
quicken me again, and shalt bring 
me up again from the depths of the 
earth.” 

Psalm xc. 3. “ Thou turnest man 
to destruction, and sayest. Return ye 
children of men.” 

13. Prov. xiv.32. “ The wicked 
is driven away in his wickedness, 
but the righteous hath hope in his 
death.” 

Eccles. iii. 21. “* Who knoweth 
the spirit of man, that goeth up- 
ward, and the spirit of the beast, 
that goeth downward to the earth ?”” 

Eccles. xi. 9. “* Rejoice, O young 
man, in thy youth, and walk in the 
ways of thine heart and in the sight 
of thine eyes; but know thou, that 
for all these things God will bring 
thee into judgment.” 

Eccles. xii. 7. “ Then shall the 
dust return to the earth as it was, 
and the spirit shall return unto God 
who gave it.” 

14 Isaiah xxv. 8. “ He will swal- 
low up death in victory.” 

Isaiah xxvi. 19. “ Thy dead men 
shall live ; together with my dead 
body shall they arise. Awake and 
sing, ye that dwell in dust : for thy 
dew is as the dew of herbs, and the 
earth shall cast out the dead ” 

15. Daniel xii 2. “ And many of 
them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake ; some to ever- 
lasting life, andsome to shame and 
everlasting contempt.” 
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16. Hosea xiii, 14. “ I will ran- 
som them from the power of the 
grave; I will redeem them from 
death. Odeath I will be thy 
plagues ; O grave, I will be thy de- 
struction.” 


— ii 
For the Chorchman’s Magazine. 


Letter on Human Depravily. 


Your enquiries, my dear friend, 
on the subject of human di privity, 
are too important not to deserve an 
early answer, and I cannot but re- 


joice that you have come to the de- 


termination, however late, o pur- 
sue your theological investigations 
to a final issue. IT trust the most 
difficult part of your course is alrea- 
dy surmounted. I know too well 
the prejudices in which yeu have 
been brought up, and the efforts 
which were made by your compan- 
ions to keep your mind trammeled, 
not to admire your sagacity in per- 
ceiving that religious opinions must 
be proved lo he erroneous, before 
they can become proper subjects of 
ridicule, (a difficult discovery in 
your case ;) and your boldness in 
avowing ‘o your skeptical acquaint- 
ances, your determination to follow 
wherever a candid investigation 


shall lead you,— 


* Bless’d be the day you ’scaped the 
wrangling crew, 

* From Pyrrho’s maze, and Epicurus’ 
sty. 


You have broke the ice—you have 
borne their contempt. and are wil- 
ling to pass among them for a man 
of small wisdom, although I doubt 
not you have still enough left to put 
their arguments to flight. —I do not 
say their sneers—* Who can refute 
a sneer?” Treat them as good 
Eneas was persuaded to serve the 
* Gorgons, and Hydras, and Chi- 
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meras dire,’ who met him in his sub- 
terranean excursion. You know 
how he drew his sword, like a-stout 
warrior who had been accusiomed.to 
contend with flesh and blood, and 
would have fallen upon them, if his 
more experienced conductor had not 
admonished him that they were 
——nolhing but shades, 


Ei, ni docta comes tenues sine corpore 
Vilas 

Admoneat volitare cava sub imagine for- 
mz, 

TIrrust, et frustra ferro diverberet um- 
bras. } 


But although not more tangible, 

they are far less harmless than the 
shadowy foes of the Trojan hero. 
It grieves and confounds me to see 
how much authority a sneering sar- 
castic mode of treating sacred sub- 
jects carries over men, who profess 
to be solely under the guidance of 
Reason. With these reasonable 
people, a good joke, er a sly story of 
same godly prof:ssor, shall keep 
the ground against the most solid de- 
ductions of reason, on a subject as 
solemn as death and eternity. You 
can witness that the triumphs of infi- 
delity are not built on argument; for 
amongst all the systematic proofs of 
christianity which have been drawn 
up, I do not recollect that a system- 
atic answer was ever attempted to 
one of them. They stand untouch. 
ed and immoveable, as the basis on 
which they rest ' 
’ Lhave been led from my subject 
by recollecting the circumstances in 
which you are placed; but I return 
to your inquiries, and will answer 
them as well as I am able. 

You seem to be under some per- 
plexity in understanding the nature 
and extent of that depravity, which 
is ascribed to mankind in terms 
more or less strong, in every Chris- 
tian Summary of Faith ; and is 
doubtless taught unequivocally in the 
Scriptures. I know not whether the 
Divines would forgive me, if I should 
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say they had not always treated this 
subject in the most Jucid manner, 
and that they often leave us to gath- 
era definition of the word from other 
sources, when they ought to tell us 
plainly whatit is. It is certain they 
often mean one thing by it, and theit 
hearers, particulariy the less serious 
part of them, another; and from 
this, as well as from other causes, 
proceeds a strong opposition to thé 
doctrine itself, which opposition 
might he very much diminished by 
clear ond frequent definitions. Per- 
haps I shall myself fal! into the er- 
ror I have been censuring, and 
leave you to gather a definition from 
the general tenor of the observa- 
tions | am going to make, rather 
than attempt to give it ma single 
sentence. But as I wish to make it 
as clear to you asit is to my ewn 
mind, I must beg your indulgence. — 

1. When I assert the doctrine of | 
human depravity, I do not mean by 
it that all mankind are irresistibly 
disposed to violence, falsehood, en- 
vy, hatred, and malice ; although 
the seeds of all, or some of these and 
similar bad dispositions exist in eve- 
ry human breast, for we often see 
them called into action. I deny not 
that there are in the world a great 
many dispositions nalurally amia- 
ble, disinterested, and benevolent ; 
and possessing those qualities in an 
eminent degree, which constitute the 
good parent, husband, neighbour and 
friend. I am ready to assert that 
these qualities of gentleness, can- 
dour, benevolence, love of justice, 
&c. are found in many persons 
whose characters are not decidedly 
religious, in the christian sense of 
the word; and that heathens, and 
even Deists in Christian countries, 
have sometimes afforded examples 
of moral excellence, which might 
put some professing christians to the 
blush. All this 1 am ready to con- 
cede. I have no wish, neither am + 
able, to deny it; and*if } should, my 
own observation, and that of al! 
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mankind, would rise up in my con- 
futation. | When therefore I use the 
terms corruption, depravity, &c. in 
connection with the human charac- 
ter, I fully admit the existence of the 
qualities mentioned above, and grant 
that a man may be a good ueigh- 
bour, a faithful friend, a lover of 
justice, a benefactor to the poor, and 
a moral man, without being a good 
Christian. ‘These concessions are 
founded on facts, and are therefore 
not to be questioned 
2. But may I not still demand, 
whether the existence of all these es- 
timable qualities is not perfectly con- 
sisteut with the absence of religious 
affectins? May 1 not still say, 
“ L[know you, that ye have not the 
LOVE OF Gop in you!” Here, my 
friend, | apprehend is the nucleus of 
the matter. The question is not, 
whether mankind are not in posses- 
sion of a thousand amiable and 
“praiseworthy dispositions, but wheth- 
er they love to dwell on the attri- 
butes of God,--his majesty,—his 
glory.—his benevolence towards 
mankind manifested in the work of 
Redemption? Do they spontane- 
ously and devoutly recur to Him as 
the Author of every good and per- 
fect gilt; oris it not an unquestiona- 
ble fact that they can and often do 
forget his presence and goodness for 
weeks and months together? New, 
on this subject, I appeal to the com- 
mon experience of mankind—) ap- 
peal to your own, before you had 
attained to your present views of re- 
ligion. Had you then any such 
thoughts of God as in your own 
epinion could be pleasing and ac- 
ceptable to him? Did you perform 
any action which in your own view 
was honourable and praiseworthy, 
because it was agreeable to God’s 
will ; and did you abstain from any 
thing vicious, because God had for- 
bidden it? In short, was there any 
thing in your character which would 
not have been there, if there had 
been no God in the world? A man 
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may disdain to steal from two mo- 
tives. ; either because God has said, 
“ thou shalt not steal ;” or because 
he has high and honourable feelings, 
and would not be guilty of a mean 
action. [His motive fur abstaimrg, 
in the first instance is a right one, 
and is acceptable to God ;—-in the 
second, it has no ‘verit in his sight ; 
for the man would not steal even if 
there were no God to punish the 
crime. _ [le loves the praise of men 
too well to do a contemptible thing, 
by which he would forfeit their good 
opinion. Here, the will of God 
and the consent of society go hand 
in hand in reprobatmg a particular 
crime ; but the merit of abstaining 
from another man’s goods de- 
pends on the motive to such absti- 
fences I may shrink from the 
crime solely through fear of delec- 
tion ; in which case no one will con- 
tend that | can claim any merit to 
myself.—I may abstain through a 
tenderness tomy repulation ; which 
motive has no more of morality in it 
than the former. Or I may abstain 
because [ fear God, and would not 
disobey him ; and this is a motive 
on which God looks with compla- 
cency. Suchis the value of mo- 
lives in the Christian scheme. 

3. It is the want of regord to 
God as our Creator, Redeemer, ad 
best Benefactor, which, in my view, 
constitutes the chief ingredient in 
human depravity. From some 
cause or other, we do not naturally 
love him, nor take any delight in 
doing his will. Either this saying is 
true; or other men’s hearts are 
made of very different materials from 
my own. I suppose L speak the ex- 
perience of wordly men, when I say, 
that days, and weeks, and months 
sometimes pass away, particularly 
in seasons of prosperity, during 
which there is no serious recurrence 
to Him— no gratitude exercised—no 
regard paid to Him as the God that 
ruleth over all. This is depravity. 
During these long seasons of aliena- 
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tion and forgetfulness, we may goon 
smoothly in the exercise of many a- 
miable virtues, which may have 
been either inherent in our constitu- 
tions, or instilled by a careful educa- 
tion, while God is no more remem- 
bered than though his existence was 


blotted out; and it is the want of 


making this most necessary distinc- 
tion between the virtues which ren- 
der us agreeable to society, and the 
exercise of right affections towards 
God, which raises so much opposi- 
tion to the doctrine of inherent de- 
privity. When our preachers tell 
us, and tell us truly, that we are “ far 
gone from original rigliteousness’? — 
that we are “of our own nature in- 
clined to evil’—that “ the flesh 
lusteth always contrary to the Spir- 
it”.-that “this infection of ature 
doth remain, yea, in them that are 
regenerated,”* we are apt to feel as 
though they were abusing us, and 
wished to represen: us as a compa- 
ny of liars, adulterers, and murde- 
rers, when in fact we may be very 
amiable and moral men. But, my 
friend, we may be very amiable, and 
just, and moral, and command the 
esteem of the world by our good 
qualities, at the same time that we 
are destitute of any right feelings 
towards our Creator. This very 
destitution of love towards God, con- 
Stitutes our departure from “origi- 
nal righteousness,” or the righteous- 
ness of Adam before his transgres- 
sion: This is the “ infection of na- 
ture which doth remain” in some de- 
gree, “ yea, in them that are regen- 
erated ;” this forgetfulness of God 
is what inclines us to evil; it is,ina 
word, the definition of our deprav- 
ity 

4. To allthis, it is objected that 
the most worldly men do at times 
experience some religious emotions, 
and that their alienation is not there- 
fore so entire, as the many strong ex- 
pressions in Scripture would seem 
to intimate. “ The foulest hearts,” 
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as Bishop Hall beautifully remarks, 
“do sometimes entertain good mo- 
tions ; like as, on the contrary, the 
holiest souls give way sometimes to 
the suggestions of evil The flash- 
es of lightning may be discerned in 
the darkest prisons: but if good 
thoughts look into a wicked heart, 
they stay not there; as those that 
like not their lodging. they are soon 
gone.” Now what does all this 
prove, but that the Spirit of God, 
which is dispensed as freely as the 
air we breathe, is striving to over- 
come the depravity within? Few 
men I believe are uiterly without 
the Spirit ef God. and few are there- 
fore utterly without some motions 
towards good. If we are careful to 
cherish whatever spiritual strength 
we have, more will be given: if we 
neglect to cultivate it, or quench it 
by repeated transgressions wilfully 
and knowingly committed, “ it shall 


be taken away, even that which a 


man hath.” 

5. When Divine Grace is entirely 
removed, and man is wholly left to 
his own imaginations, what wonder 
if they are then “ only evil continu- 
ally !” Suchamancecan do nothing 
pleasing or acceptable to God : but 
where shall we find one so utterly 
deserted? They speak very incau- 
tiously, to say the least, who affirm 
that al/ are in this state previously 
to the moment of their justification 
in God’s sight Are not all men 
drawn by the Holy Spirit, with the 
exception of those who for their sins 
have been given over to a reprobate 
mind ? [f they are, they cannot be 
said to be wholly averse froim all 
good, and wholly inclined to all evil. 
This would indeed be their state if 
they were left entirely to themselves : 
but the great body of mankind, in 
my view. are not so left. If‘ the 
flesh lusteth against the Spirit,” the 
Spirit also strives against the flesh, 
and saves mankind from that awful 
state. which some divines have de- 
nominated total depravily. 1 object 
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tothe term, however, for its ambi- 
guity, and wish it were banished 
from every system of Theology. it 
seems to carry the idea that men are 
no better than devils ; which wight 
possibly be the case, if they were 
left to themselves, and the grace of 
God were wholly withdrawn from 
them. But while the Holy Spirit 
continues to strive with them—to 
restrain them from sin, and to draw 
them towards the paths of righteous 
ness and peace, they are certainly 
very far from being in the condition 
ofthose who have been abandoned 
by that Spirit, or never enjoyed its 
presence. 

6. I have said that the depravity 
of man is chiefly discoverable in his 
natural aversion to acquiesce in the 
divine commands, and in the facility 
with which he forgets his God. But 
it manifests itself in other particulars, 
and at a very early age. ‘Take an 
infant in his cradle. Almost the 
first passion he is capable of ex- 
pressing, is anger, which the ten- 
derest indulgences of the parent are 
often insufficient to pacify. As he 
advances a little in life, he becomes 
a being almost purely selfish—Eve- 
ry thing which pleases his wayward 
fancy must be his own, or petulance, 
vexation, and little schemes of re- 
venge, follow as a matter of course. 
Are not these unequivocal indica- 
tions of a fallen nature? Would a 
young Seraph manifest dispositions 
like these? Would every parent 
have to devise and execute a sys/em 
ef restraint, if their offspring were 
those pure and innoceat creatures 
which some suppose P 

Thus, my dear friend, have I en- 
deavoured to explain my views on 
this important article of our Faith ; 
although from the haste in which I 
have been compelled to write, I fear 
I have not done it very clearly. 
Take the following summary divest- 
ed of illustrations. Entire depravi- 
ty describes the state of a man en- 
ttrety destitute of God’s Holy Spirit. 
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In such a state, however, I conceive 
there are none to be found, except 
those, who by long practice in crime, 
have provoked God to withdraw ‘iis 
Spirit, and leave them to themselves. 
it therefore rather describes the con- 
dition which would have befallen the 
species, if God had not communica- 
ted to them his Spirit, than the ae- 
tual condition of any very large pro- 
portion ofihem | believe God pives 
to all a measure of his Spirit, which 
serves in some degree to restrain the 
natural propensities of his heart, 
which, without his divine influences, 
would be only evil continually : and 
I believe these influences are con- 
stantly exercised, when they are not 
wilfully suppressed. towards his con- 
version. | also believe that what- 
ever ‘fod regards as really good in 
us, is wrought there by his blessed 
Spirit, without which we could do 
nothing pleasing and acceptable to 
Him ; although we might command 
the respect and esteem of mankind 
by the exercise of a great many 
moral and social virtues. The stan- 
dard of Good established by the 
world, and that erected by our Crea- 
tor, are unhappily very widely at 
variance. God pronounces nothing 
worthy of the name of good, which 
has not some reference to Him; and 
hence it is, that in his sight, so much 
of imperfection is said to rest on our 
best works. It is not the exercise 
of a thousand social virtues which 
can bribe him to mark them with 
approbation, if they are not exerci- 
sed in obedience to Flis Will. 

Now if this pure and only stan- 
dard of righteousness were constant- 
ly kept in view when we speak of 
human depravity—if we were care- 
ful to distinguish between what is ac- 
ceptable to God, and what is mere- 
ly approved amongst men, I cannot 
but think the doctrine in question 
would be much more readily ac- 
knowledged. But so long as meu 
refer all assertions of human cor- 
ruption to their own standard of good 
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and evil, so long will the doctrine be 
received with distrust. 
Yours, with much affection. 


ee 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Original Lelter of O. Cromuell. 


We are indebted to the Hon. Mr. 
Samuel Johnson for the following 
copy of a letter from Oliver Crom- 
well to Mr. John Cotton, minister 
of a Church in Boston We consi- 
der it aliterary curiosity. It is co- 
pied literally, even to the orthogra- 
phy and punctuation, from a letter 
found among the papers of the late 
Doctor Johnson, of Stratford ; and 
there can be no doubt of iis authen- 
ticity. It is strikingly characteris- 
tic of its author. In his piofessions 
of readiness te serve his correspon- 
dent, and the Churches in this coun- 
try, there is probably as much of 
courtly policy as sincerity ; and ia 
the general style of the letter we can- 
not fail to observe those traces of 
hypocrisy and cant, which were 
equally the vices of the man and 
the times in which he lived. 


Worthy Sir & my Christian Friend. 

I rec’d yrs a few days Sithince, it 
was welcome to me. because Signed 
by you whom I Love & Honor in 
the Lord. but more to see some of 
the same grounds of our Actings 
Striving in you that are in us to 
quiit us in our worke, and Support 
us therein which hath had greatest 
Difficultye in our Engagement in 
Scotland by reason we have had to 
do with some who were (I verily 
thinke) Godly but through weak- 


ness, and the Subtiltye of Sathan in- 
volved in interest against the Lord 
& his people, with what tenderaess 
we have proceeded with such and 
that in sincerity, our Papers (which 
I suppose you have seen) will in 


part Manifest. & I give you some 
comfortable Assurance off the Lord 
hath marvelously appeared even 
against them & now again when all 
the Power was Devolv’d into the 
Scotish Kinge & the Malignant 
Partie they luvadeinge England, the 
Lord rayned upon them suck snares 
as the inclosed will shew, only the 
Narrative is short in this that of 
their whole Armies when the Nar- 
rative was framed, not five of their 
whole Armie were returned. Surely 
Sr the Lord is greatly to be fear’d as 
to be praised. We need yr. Pray- 
ers in this as much as ever, how 
shall we behave ourselves after such 
Mereyes ? Who is a God like ours, 
to know his Will and todo his Will 


_ are both of him. 


Itooke this Libertye from busi- 
ness to salute you thus. Ina word 
truely | am ready to serve you, and 
the rest of our Bretheren, and the 
Churches with you. I am a poor 
weak Creature and not worthy the 
Name of a Worm, yet accepted to 
serve the Lord and his people. In- 
deed my dear Friend between you & 
mee you know not mee—my inordi- 
nate Passions, my unskilfulness & 
every way unfitness to my worke. 
Yet the Lordwho will have Mercy 
on whom he will does as you see. 
Pray for me.—Salute all Christian 
Friends tho’ unknown. I rest yr 
affectionate Friend to serve you 

0. CROMWELL. 

Octr. 2d. 1651 

For my Esteem’d Friend Mr 
Cotton Pastor to the Church at Boes- 
ton in New England these 
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On the Superstition of the High- 
lands. 


Ir is generally believed by the 
lower classes in the Highlands, that 
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there is such a thing as an unpro- 
pitious or evil eye. This opinion 
was also prevalent among the an- 
cient Romans, as we learn from the 
verses which I have prefixed to this 
paper. This fascinating glance is 
thought not only to extend to quad- 
fipeds, but man also is believed to 
be subject to its power; and in or- 
der to avert its baneful effects, re 
course is frequently had, by those 
who imagine themselves under its 
unpropitious influence, to persons 
who are supposed to be possessed of 
charms capable to relieve the hypo- 
chondriac patient. “The most prompt 
cure, however, is thought to be the 
drinking of water inte which a piece 
of silver is put, or of salt and water. 
In diseases incident to cattle, such 
as when they happén in spring to 
part with their:calves, or in summer 
when the milk is not so productive 
of butter or cheese as might be ex- 
pected, in such cases, it is believed 
that the cxttleare suffering under the 
influence of a fascinating eye, and 
application is accordingly made to 
ersons who can cure the distemper 
by spells or incantations. The wri- 
ter of this has sgen one of these so- 
phists ; he resides in the district of 
Appin, Argyleshire, and to him re- 
course is generally had to avert the 
calamities of an evil eye from flocks 
and herds, and not unfrequently by 
people of superior information and 
knowledge. By remitting to this 
person a small fee, he, without seeing 
or visiting the injured flock, is be- 
lieved to effect their cure. In troub- 
les, also, incident to men, such as 
temporary derangement, melancholy 
or depression of spirits, the same 
person is applied to; upon which oc- 
casious he never fails to assure the 
applicants, that those afflicted are 
under the influence of witchcraft, and 
has recourse to charms to alleviate 
the disease. 
*¢ Nilai hic nisi carmina desunt, 
Carmma vel cals nossunt deducere Ju- 
nam.” 
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From the same credulity has pro- 
ceeded the opinions entertained by 
many, of the merits attributed to 
certain transparent globular stoves, 
resembling the eye of an Ox, preserv- 
ed by many families in the High- 
lands, called in the vernacular lan- 
guage of the country, Leagan. The 
narrator, many years since has 
seen one of these, in the possession 
of a very respectable family in Cow- 
al, Argyleshire, with whose ances- 
tors it has been for time immemori- 
al. It was of the size and appear- 
ance already described, and elegant- 
ly set in silver, which probably may 
still be retained in the family as an 
object of curiosity. These Leugan 
were reckoned efficacious in remov- 
ing the influence of an evil eye. 
When used for this purpose, they 
were immersed in water, which was 
afterwards sprinkled upon the ani- 
mal affected, and this simple opera- 
tion was believed to remove the dis- 
ease 

Divining by the Corn-sieve or Rid- 
dle is still in vogue among the High- 
landers ; and not many years ago, a 
man who dealt in this species of divi- 
nation lived between Lochgilphead 
aud Inverniel He was consulted in 
cases of lingering illness, of thefts and 
losses, &c. and, like all diviners, 
took care that his imposition should 
be prompily paid for 

The highlanders, like the Romans, 
who were much addicted to super- 
stition, observe a certain day in the 
year, which is denominated in their 
language, “ La seachan/a na bliudh- 
na,” i.e Dies anni vitanda.t On 
that day they will not euter upon 
any enterprise, nor commence any 
operation of moment. To begin to 
till their fields on that day would 
blast the hopes of a future crop, and 
setting out on a journey by land, or 
on a voyage by sea, would be equal- 
ly unpropiiious, The position of 


*L pides fascinationum. 
+The third day of summer, Oid Style, 
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certain animals also, when seen for 
the first time in a year, is regarded 
by them as ominous. 

The Highlanders have long believ- 
ed that good or bad luck is connect- 
ed with certain species of wood. The 
mountain-ash is considered by them 
as the most propitious of trees ; and 
in such fishing boats as are rigged 
with sails, a pin ofthis wood for 
fastening the haul-yard to, has been 
held of indispensible necessity. 
Sprigs of the mountain-ash, in dis- 
eases of cattle, and when malt yields 
not a due proportion of spirits, are 
considered a sovereign remedy. An 
old medical man who lived at Loch- 
awe-side turned this superstition to 
account. During the course of a 
long practice, he sold mountain-ash 
sprigs, accompanied with proper 
prescriptions, for such sums, that his 
son was reputed rich, and his grand- 
son is now a landed proprietor. 

As the luminaries of heaven at- 
tracted the veneration of all men, the 
Highlanders believed their influence 
to be great. “ Righ na Greine,” 
Rex Solis, is one of the titles of the 
Supreme Being in their language. 
When they are setting out on a voy- 
age, or leaving the shore to go to the 
fishing ground, they take care to 


» tarn their boat from north to east, or 


from east to west, following the 
course of the sun; to turn it the 
contrary way would in their éstima- 
tion be very unlucky. 

It may be worthy of note, that 
old and indigent women are more 
commonly suspected of witehcraft 
than the young. The belief in wiz- 
ards is not so general as in witches. 
Why there should be more witches 
than wizards, I never heard any ak 
leged satisfactory reason. Of the 
former, it is believed that they are 
able at pleasure to change themselves 
into hares, in which shape, si_fiducia 
detur verbis, they have been seen 
frisking among cattle, and sucking 
their dugs. When under this trans- 
formation, it has frequently happer- 


ed that they have been pursuedby dogs 
and by sportsmen, when they were 
obliged to fly for safety to the near- 
est barn or byre : or if less fortunate, 
in order to avoid being shot or de- 
voured by dogs, they have often been 
obliged to resume their natural 
shape. An instance of such meta- 
morphosis is currently reported and 
credited in this neighbourhood. 
Some years since, a medical gentle- 
man with his attendant happened to 
pass a fold one evening in summer, 
as the servants were milking the 
cows, when they observed a hare 
running among the cattle, and suck- 
ing their teats. The attendant hav- 
ing a loaded gun, presented the 
piece at the supposed hare, in order 
to shoot her, when, mirabile dictu, 
she appeared a woman!! Aston- 
ished at the sight, he mentioned the 
circumstance to his master, who be- 
ing satisfied that the hare must have 
been a witch, extracted the lead from 
the gun, because it no effect up- 
on witches, and put a silver six- 
pence in its place, which he fired at 
the hare, and wounded her upon one 
of the hind legs, when she hirpled 
away. Next morning the medical 
gentleman was reqifested +o visit a 
woman, who, it was said, happened 
the evening before to have been gor- 
ed upon the thigh by a cow, as 
she was milking her et the fold. He 
attended, when to his amazement he 
found that his patient’s thigh was 
considerably lacerated by the six- 
pence which he fired from his gun 
the preceding evening, at the sup-: 
posed hare. This poor woman is 
yet alive, and has ever since been 
branded as a notorious witch! This 
transformation is as singglar as ma- 
ny of those related by Ovid in his 
Metamorphoses. a 

There are various other minor su- 
perstitious observances which gene- 
rally influence human conduct in the 
Highlands. Upon the delivery of a 
woman in child-birth, when the 
neighbouring matrens first come te 
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pay their congratulatory visit, they 
deem it unlawtful to touch the new- 
born infant, until they purify them- 
selves,by taking a fiery torch or burn- 
ing ember from the fire, which they 
cross or circulate round them, then 
throwing it into the fire. and spitting 
after it, they exclaim, “ Come my 
love,” and then take "the child in 
us. ‘The power of fairies to 

“women in travail is not 
@ prevent which the mid- 
n iron chain suspended 
f of cottages, called the 
which they dress their 
to be three times carried 
round the fire ; this ceremony is al- 
sobelieved to render the birth pro- 
pitious. Upon delivery, the mother 
is most sedulously watched for eight 
days, after which the same careful 
attention is paid to the child, To 
prevent fairies from injuring chil- 
dren, various expedients are resorted 


to, the most efficacious of which is, 
asten a Gi ron broach, of 
thé size of a piece, in the 


child’s frock, where it continues to 
be worn for years. Should occasion 
require that the parent should leave 
her child when sleeping, an old rus- 
ty sword is placed under its bed or 
cradle; or should she not be posses- 
sed of this. the milking dish, with a 
parcel of old keys thrown into it, is 
used for the same purpose. Fre- 
quently also, the shirt which the 
child wore when baptised is kept on 
for weeks. as it is considered to be a 
preventive against the power of fai- 
ries. ‘The new moon is also an ob- 
ject of superstitious regard. Upon 
seeing her for the first time after the 
monthly change, old men generally 
uncover, and implore the divine bles- 
sing upon her. The origin of this 
custom is difficult to ascertain, un- 
less it be, that in a country so much 
intersected by arms of the sea as the 
Highlands and western isles of Scot- 
land, the light of the moon aided 
them in navigating their loches, and 
in crossing from one island to anoth- 
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er. Add to this the prevalence 
of the predatory excursions formerly 
committed in the Highlands, chiefly 
during the period of the harvest 
moon. Under the feudal system, 
such of the clans as were hostile to 
each other, frequently avenged their 
wrongs by secretly carrying off, un- 
der cloud of night, the cattle of such 
as they considered their foes. To 
assist them in these nefarious excur- 
sions, the light of the moon contrib- 
uted very materially. 

To these instances of supersti(ious 
credulity, may be added the preva- 
lent custom of a Highlander’s refus- 
ing to accommodate his neighbour 
with fire upon the first day of sum- 
mer, old style, should he require it. 
The favor is not only positively de- 
nied, but t':e applicants are viewed 
with jealousy ; because they are be- 
lieved to be actuated by sinister mo- 
tives. This fancy | take to be a rel- 
ict of Druidism, for it was customary 
with the priests of that persuasion, 
to assemble the people upon that 
day, to rejoice and to celebrate the 
return of the warm season; when 
they kindled fire from the collective 
heat of the sun’s rays, which they 
distributed to such as were of irre- 
proachable chara:ters, but refused 
to those who were guilty of crimes. 

Perhaps the custom of bringing 
insane persons, and outrageous ma- 
niacs, from every part of the coun- 
try to the Water of Strathfillan in 
Perthshire, may be ascribed to the 
same superstitious notion. Persons 
of this description, when brought 
there, are first precipitated into the 
water from a rock which projects in- 
to the river; after which they are 
carrie! within the area of an old ru- 
inous chapel, where they are bound, 
and left for the night Should any 
of them be found disengaged from 
their fetters next morning, it is 
thought that they may have been set 
at liberty by the tutelary genius of 
the place; in which case, they are 
considered to be cured of their troub- 
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les, and restored to the exercise of 


right reason. 


Ge. 


For the Churchman's Magazine. 
Parish Libraries. 


Ar a time when the Christian 
world is much distracted by contro- 
versy-—when those who adhere to 
the orthodox faith, differ in their 
Opinions on some minor points of 
doctrine—and when the common 
cause of religion is opposed and ob- 
Structed by numberless and name- 
less heresies—it is undoubtedly an 
object of the first importance, to 
provide the means of diffusing a gen- 
eral and competent kuowledge of 
the great and leading points of the- 
clogy, to every earnest and sincere 
enquirer. 

Hitherto this object has been but 
partially accomplished.—Much has 
indeed been done, by the gratuitous 
distribution of the Bible, the Book 
of Common Prayer, and religious 
tracts The Bible, being the great 
source and fountain of religious 
truth, has very properly taken the 
lead : The Book of Common Prayer, 
as a faithful and lucid expositor of 
some of the most prominent truths 
of the gospel, as well as an inimita- 
ble cuide to devotion, has, with 
equal propriety, followed: And 
tracts, so far as they have been judi- 
ciously selected or compiled, have 
probably been made ‘nstrumental of 
much good. But it is perfectly well 
known, that scripture truth is net 
suffered to find its way quietly to 
the hearts and understandings of 
men, in these days. Scepticism and 
infidelity, have assailed and cavilled 
at alinost every prominent text, by 
which the orthodox faith is support- 
ed. Heresy has also done her part, 
in perverting and twisting the most 
plain and obvious ge, oo egg of 
scripture language: While too 


much dexterity has been manifested 
in accommodating a few passages of 
doubtful signification, to the precon- 
ceived notions of this or that partic- 
ular sect. Hence we perceive the 
necessity of providing some auxilia- 
ry means of instruction, anc some 
further guards against the errors and 
delusions of heresy and infidelity. 

We have no reason to complain 
of the want of books adapted to this 
object, But the great que 
How are they to be di 
placed within the reach@i@y 
quirer >—Few families @F@@ 
provide themselves with libraries of 
any considerable extent: And so- 
cial or public libraries, to which.all 
classes contribute, are few in num- 
ber. aud are withal generally made 
up of miscellaneous works, without 
reference to the object of extending 
religious knowledge. It has occur- 
red to my mind, that the defect may 
be supplied, and the purpose com- 
pletely answere ly in one way 
and that is, by meral establish- 
ment of PARISH LIBRARIES— 
to be procured by contributions in 
Church or private donations—the 
books to be selected by the clergy- 
men and wardens of the parish, aud 
placed in the hands of either the one 
or the other of them, for the gratui- 
tous use of the parishioners—to be 
drawn out and returned at given pe- 
riods—and without any other tax or 
fee, than a moderate fine for deten- 
tion or unnecessary damage of a 
book. It will easily be perceived, 
that even a small collection of stan- 
dard books, might in this way, fur- 
nish profitable and instructive read- 
ing for a whole parish: Ani expe- 
rience, in the few instances in which 
the plan has been adopted, has fully 
proved its salutary effects. 

Let it not be objected, that many 
parishes are too poor to collect li- 
braries of this description. ‘This 
opinion is founded on the erroneous 
idea, that the collections, to be use- 
ful, must be large. <A few volumes 





















1822.) 


of standard works, employed in the 
way proposed, would prove highly 
beneficial. Even the scattered vol 
umes to be found in private families, 
if collected together, for the gratul- 
tous use of all, would effect much 
good. [fanindividual, by the con- 
tributivoa of a single book, or the 
price of a volume, can thereby pro- 
cure the denefit of perusing au hun- 
dred volumes, or even fen we per- 
perceive at once.at what an im- 
mense ratio a trifle deposited in 
this manper, may compensate the 
contributor —and, at the same time, 
extend the knowledge which is so 
much wanted at the present day. 
Let the experiment be tried then, 
and I doubt not, that ina short pe- 
riod, the benefits will be so apparent, 
that no parish in our diocess will be 
without its library H. 
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On the nature of the assistance 
which Christians receive by the 
Holy Spiri. 


MESSRS FENDITORS— 


“ Tuere are few subjects in 
Christian Theology, which have re- 
ceived a darker gloom from the the- 
ories and speculations of divines, 
than the nature and character of that 
assisiance of the Holy Spirit, which 
is vouchsafed to the followers of Je- 
sus Christ. Considering our weak- 
ness and imperfection, and the abso- 
lute necessity of our being sanctified 
through his assistance, there is no 
subject which is more deserving of 
our attention and regard, and with 
which it is more indispensable that 
we should be rightly and practical- 
ly acquainted. ‘To investigate and 
establish the truth, and to detect 
and repel error under all its various 
forms, is always an incumbent duty, 
implied in the Apostolic injunction, 
“to contend earnestly for the faith 
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once delivered to the saints.” A 
calin and dispassionate discussion of 
the errors which have existed among 
christians, on the gifts and opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit, would be 
interesting and profitable. It is not 
however my intention to enter into 
these discussions; but I hope that 
some of your correspondents, more 
able than mysell, may be induced to 
take up the subject. I should like 
to see on your pages a systematic 
view of the whole subject :—a view 
of it which should comprehend a 
draft of the opinions entertained by 
the primitive Church ; a notice and 
refutation of the ancient and modern 
errors which have prevailed to any 
considerable extent in relation to 
this doctiine ; a statement and com- 
parison of the opinions of the most 
distinguished English and continen- 
tal retormers ; a deduction of the 
nature of the assistance and opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit from the 
word of God and observations on 
the exceeding goodness of the Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
vouchsafing this succour to his ser- 
yants, andon the means which he 
has appointed to enable them to ob- 
tain such succour. The observa- 
tions which I now send you, are 
chiefly extracted, and for the most 
part confined to one branch of the 
subject, namely, The nalure of the 
assistance which Chrislians receive 
by the Holy Spirit. 

Man consists of two constituent 
parts, “of the reasonable soul, and 
flesh.” His carnal part he in- 
herits more signally from Adam. In 
his spiritual part he was orignally 
created after the image of God.— 
Though poliuted and debilitated by 
sin, that image is still, through the 
redemption which we have in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to a certain ex- 
tent, propagated upon us. Offsprings 
ofearth, we are still capable of re- 
ceiving heavenly impressions.— 
* Born in sin,” and naturally “ ser- 
vants to iniquity,” we are still capa- 











22 On the Holy Spirit. [Jan. 


ble of being made “ servants to 
righteousness unto holiness.” “ By 
nature children of wrath” we are 
still capabie of being converted into 
children of grace.” By nature in 
bondage to satan, we are still capa- 
bleof being “ admitted into the glo- 
rious liberty of the sons of God.” 
By nature liable to death, we can 
nevertheless become inheritors of 
the kingdom of heaven and eyerlast- 
ing life. 

Though our spiritual part is thus 
capable of improvement, yet of itself 
it is unable to effect that improve- 
ment. In order that it may take 
place we must be “ strengthened 
with might by the Spirit of God in 
the inner man.” The Scriptures 
assert the fact of the Spirit working 
in us, and requires us to believe it as 
an article of faith : but they furnish 
us no clue to guide us in the inquiry 
concerning the manner of his epera- 


tions. Such inquiries are useless - 


and rash. And those who pretend 
to describe the manner of his opera- 
tions on their own hearts by way 
“ of telling their experience,” are 
guilty of an awful presumption : a 
presumption for which there can be 
no plea, but the meagre apology, of 
ignorance, delasion or fanaticism. It 
is sufficient, that the fact of his wor- 
king within us is a part of that reve 
lation, which Christ came to teach 
us. 

All the improvement afforded to 
our souls proceeds from “ that oue 
and the self-same Spirit ;” but the 
Scriptures inform us that as “ the 
manifestation of the spirit is given 
to every man to profit withal, ~ 
he manifests himself by “ diversi 
ties of gifts” and graces, according 
tothe wants of the individual for 
whose benefit he is pleased te work. 

“ Called by the sacred writers 
© The tioly Spiri? and * the Spirit 
of Holiness,’ not only as being per- 
fectly holy in himseli; but as being 
the cause of holiness in believers ; 


the peculiar office of this blessed 
Spirit in the work of redemption, is, 
(as our catechism expresses it) to 
‘sanclify us, and all the elect 
people of God” To sanctify is to 
make holy what was before defiled.” 
And in the work of sanctifying our 
unholy and corrupt nature, the Spi- 
ritis said to communicate his suc- 
cours, by a variety of specific ope- 
rations. 

By him we are regenerated, or 
born anew, at baptism, and are 
thereby admitted into that state 
which our Saviour pronounces ne- 
cessary to salvation. ‘* Except a 
man be born again of water and of 
the Spirit he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God.” ‘Through the 
instrumentality of water, “ sancti- 
fied by God to the mystical washing 
away of sin,” we are regenerated 
by the Holy Spirit at our baptism ; 
which is made unto’ us by its in- 
ward grace, “a death unto sin and 
a new birth unto righteousness ;” 
where we are “ received for God’s 
own children by adoption, and in- 
corporated into his holy Church ;” 
wherein we are “ made members of 
Christ ; children of God, and inher- 
itors of the kingdom of heaven.’ + 

By the same holy Spirit, we are 
enabled to understand the will of 
God. And he “ enlightens the eyes 
of our understanding, and conveys 
to us a knowledge of the truth, by 
“ opening our hearts to receive and 
understand” the things contained in 
the volume of inspiration. 

The Holy Spirit, our instructor in 
divine knowledge, also “ prevents, 
or goes before us, that we may have 
a good will to do good works pleas- 
ant and acceptable unto God.” For 
the corruption, introduced into our 
nature by the fall of Adam, has sa 
weakened the powers of our minds, 
has given such force to our passions, 
and such perverseness to our wills, 
that “ we are not sufficient of our- 
selves, to think any thing, as of our- 
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selves, but our sufficiency is of God, 
who worketh in us both to will and 
to do of his good pleasure.” 

In the performance of our duty, 
the Holy Spirit is at hand to “ help 
our infirmities ;” he not only “ goes 
before us, that we may have a good 
will, to do good works pleasant and 
acceptable to God,” but he also 
“ works with us when we have 
that good will.” He“ strengthens 
us with might in the inner man,” 
that we may resist the attacks of 
our spiritual enemies: he encoura- 
ges us to pray for the blessing of 
our heavenly Father ; he teaches us 
what we should pray for ; and he 
animates us to pray as we ought. 

If we fail in the performance of 
our duty, (and “ there is no man 
who sinneth not,”) the Holy Spirit 
leadeth us to repentance and amend- 
ment of life : he“ renews us in the 
Spirit of our minds ;” he helps us 
to “put on the new man, which 
after God is created in righteous- 
ness and true holiness ;” he morti- 
fies the works of the flesh and our 
earthly members : and he purifies 
our hearts by faith. 

In the hour of affliction and dis- 
tress, the Holy Spirit is our comfor- 
ter. Are we perplexed by tempo- 
ral concerns? he draws away our 
minds from too fond an interest in 
the low and perishable things of this 
world, and directs them to high and 
heavenly things. Are we mourn- 
ing from the remembrance of our 
sins, and sinking beneath the barden 
of them ? he suggests to us the most 
comfortable reflection, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners ; that he promises rest to 
those who are laden with their sins, 
if they “ come unto him ;” and that 
the Gospel, which he preached, was 
the gospel of salvation and of peace. 
Are we “touched by the hand of 
God,” visited by sorrows and afflic- 
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tions, and made to feel the feeble 
and precarious tenour on which life 
and its dearest enjoyments are held ? 
he rerninds us that God “ doth not 
willingly afflict” his servants ; 
that * his compassions fail not ;” 
that he * chastiseth us for our own 
profit ;” and that he will vouchsafe 
to be with us, our guide and comfor- 
ter, and, relying upon his support, 
that he will soothe and solace “ our 
troubled minds” with ‘hose consola- 
tions which the world can neither 
give nor take away. 

Such are some of the principal 
operations, wherein the Holy Spirit 
exerts his influence upon our souls 5 
and such is the nature of that assis- 
tance which we thereby receive. To 
regenerate, instruct, lead and assist ; 
to strengthen, renew, and comfort 
allthose who are willing to profit 
by his fellowship ; and to submit to 
his influence, is the proper office and 
work of the Holy Spirit. Such and 
so great being the blessings, thus 
bestowed upon us, how can we 
sufficiently admire the abundant 
goodness of the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who “ grants us, ac- 
cording to the riches of his glory, to 
be thus strengthened with might by 
his Spirit in the inner man ?”—I£ 
after all these blessings, men do not 
become sincerely and truly religious, 
but continue still in sin, they are 
certainly without excuse, and are in 
danger of provoking the, displeasure 
of their heavenly Father, by their 
ingratitude and neglect of his mer- 
cies. It should be our constant en- 
deavour so to improve the blessings 
bestowed upon us, in the gift of the 
holy spirit, that we may be ** sancti- 
fied unto every good work,” and, 
becoming “ servants to righteous- 
ness unto holiness,” may be quali- 
fied for the inheritance of the king- 
dom of heaven and everlasting life. 


B. Y. 
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For the Charchman’s Magazine. 


PROVERBS, XVi. 4. 


@ The Lord hath made all things 
Sor himself ; yea even the wicked 
Sor ihe day of evil.” 


Tits text has often been misun- 
derstood. In our English version, 
it appears to countenance the idea, 
that our heavenly Father hath made 
the wicked for the day of evil, to 
manilest the glory of his sovereign 
justice, by their punishment. If he 
made all things for himself, even the 
wicked for the day of evil, as the 
text seeins to declare, there would 
be some ground for ascribing to him 
the origin of evil, and the narrow 
and selfish principle of action, im- 
plied in the idea of his unconditional 
reprobation of the wicked for the 
exhibition of his sovereign justice. 
The English version certainly seems 
to justify the application of this text, 
tothe support of a doctrine so com- 
fortless, and so abhorrent to the na- 
ture of God, and derogatory to his 
character as the self-existent, inde- 
pendent, and merciful sovereign of 
the universe. Rather than to give it 
an interpretation, which would jus- 
tify this application, it would be 
more becoming to confess with hu- 
mility that we were unable to com- 
prehend its precise import ; for it is 
an interpretation, which makes it 
contradict some of the plainest de- 
clarations of the divine word. But 
the difficulties which arise out of the 
English version, do not appear in 
the original. And it is owing to 
a want of attention to the original 
Hebrew, that this text has been so 
often misunderstood, and erroneous- 
ly applied. ‘The meaning of the 
text, by recurrence te the original, 
will be found to be, that “ the wis- 
dom of God hath fitted one thing to 
another, punishment to sin, the evil 
day to the evil doers.” The He- 
brew will bear the following render- 
ing, and it is much more correct, 


and gives a much better sense than 
our English translation. “ The 
Lord hath ordained every thing to 
that which is fit for it, and the wick- 
ed hath he ordained for the day of 
evil.” Grotius, and several other 
learned commentators, give the text 
this translation. In this translation, 
it has evidently a sense, consistent 
with the promises and threatenings 
of the divine words, which are con- 
ditional, and evince that even the 
wicked are not made to be punish- 
ed, for the manifestation of the glo- 
rious justice and sovereign pleasure 
of the greatest and best of Beings. 
The following is Dr. Waterland’s 
remark on the words ; “ even the 
wicked for the day of evil.” “ Even 
the most wicked and the worst of 
men are under the direction and 
control of the Almighty : however 
they may be set on mischief, they 
can proceed no further than God 
permits, being instruments only in 
his hands to afflict others and bring 
evil upon them” Though God 
made man” says the pious Wogan, 
“he did not make evil; sin is no 
part of his creation. But although 
he be not the author of sin, yet he 
controis and overrules the effects of it, 
making even the wicked to be instru- 
ments of his will, to correct his of- 
fending servants, or to try ‘heir pa- 
tience ; or else to be executioners 
of his justice in punishing the un- 
godly and impenitent. Thus it is 
that ‘ the Lord hath made all things 
for himself? and his own glory ; 
good mento glorify him as objects 
of mercy ; the wicked, as instru- 
ments or examples of his justice in 
the day of evil.” B. Y. 
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Journal of the Proceedings of the 
Special Convention of lhe Proles- 
lant Episeopal Church lately hold- 
en in Philadelphia. 

In the last Number of our Maga- 
zine we gave notice of the removal 
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of theT heological Seminary to New- 
York, an:! briefly state some of the 
reasons which concurred to render 
such a measure expedient. As the 
Journals of the Convention by which 
the removal was effected, are now 
before us, we propose giving an ab- 
stract of some of its proceedings. 

The Convention met, pursuant to 
notice from the presiding Bishop, 
at St. Peter’s Church, Philadelphia, 
on the 30th day of October. It was 
assembled in consequence of the re- 
quest of the major number of the 
Bishops, grounded on an application 
made to them by the Trustees of the 
Theological Seminary. The DBish- 
ops who made the request were, 
Bishops Griswold, Moore, Kemp, 
Bowen, and Brownell 

The application of the Trustees 
to the Bishops for calling a Special 
Convention was made for the pur- 
pose of obtaining its decision “wheth- 
er any, and what measures should 
be taken in relation to the bequest 
of the late Jacob Sherred, Esq.” 

After the Houses were organized, 
and the usual preliminaries were 
settled, the members proceeded to 
discuss the subject of the removal of 
the Seminary. It was resolved in 
the House of Clerical and Lay De- 
puties, “ that the papers received 
from the house of bishops relative 
to the Theological Seminary, and 
the report of the trustees of the se- 
minary, be referred to a committee 
of seven on the part of this house, 
and that the house of bishops be 
respectfully requested to appoint 
such number of their own body as 
they may think proper, to be, with 
the members appointed on the part 
of this house, a joint committee on 
the said papers and the matters 
therein contained. 

The following gentlemen were ap- 
pointed the committee: Duncan 
Cameron, Esq. Richard Harison, 
Esq. Col. Alexander Jones. Rev. 
Daniel Burhans, Rev. David Butler, 
Rev. Dr. Wharton, Rev. Dr. Gads- 
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den. This .rcesolution was sent to 
the house of bishops. 

A message was received from the 
house of bishops, informing this 
house of their concurrence with the 
resolution proposing a joint com- 
mittee and that the Right Rev bish- 
ops Hobart and Kemp had been ap- 
pointed on the part of their house.” 

The deliberations of that Com- 
mittee resulted in their reporting a 
Constitution, which was unanimous- 
ly adopted in the House of Bishops, 
and concurred in, after the usual 
number of readings, by the House of 
Clerical and Lay Deputies. This 
Constitution is to be found in our 
last Number. | 

The presiding Bishop also made a 
report to the Convention on the sub- 
ject of a Standard copy of the Book 
of Common Prayer The edition, 
published by Hugh Gaine, in 1793, 
which was established by the 43d 
Canon as the Standard book, was 
found to be inaccurate in some par- 
ticulars, and it became desirable that 
another standard edition should be 
published. The two Houses con- 
curred in a resolution, that a joint 
committee of one or more Bishops, 
and of three members of the House 
of Clerical and Lay Deputies, be au- 
thorized, during the recess of theGen- 
eral Convention. to superintend the 
printing of an edition of the Book of 
Coiamoa Prayer correcting and sup- 
plying therein any errors and omis- 
sions in the edition heretofore estab- 
lished, and introducing a table of the 
days on which Easter will fall for 
thirty-eight years, being the time of 
two Cycles of the moon, as reported 
by the presiding Bishop to the Con- 
vention. The Committee appoint- 
ed for this purpose, were—from the 
House of Bishops, Bishop White ;— 
from the House of Clerical and Lay 
Deputies, Mr. Meredith, Rev. Dr. 
Beasley, and Rev. Dr. Wilson. 

The Bishops also sent a commu- 
nication to the other House on the 
subject of the last Rubric in the 
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Communion Service which was 
read aud returned. 

it may be recollected that at the 
meeting of the last triennia! Conven- 
Uon an attempt was made to organize 
a Society for Foreign and Domestic 
Missions. A Constitution was adopt- 
ed in the House of Clerical and Lay 
Deputies, and Managers were ap- 
pointed ; but the session closed before 
their proceedings were sanctioned by 
the [louse of Bishops. Some prepa- 
rations were made by the Managers, 
however, notwithtanding the infor- 
mality of their appointment. calcu- 
lated to facilitate the operations of 
the Society, when it should have 
been daly organized in a future Con- 
veution. ‘They accordingly submit- 
ted a Report of their situation to the 
Convention. A new Constitution 
was adopted in the House of Bish- 
ops; and after undergoing some 
amendments in the House of Clerical 
and Lay Deputies, it was finally 
concurred in. 

As we hope to see this Society 
assume ap honourable rank amongst 
hLindred inststutions, we give the 
Constitution entire. 

The Constitution of the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Socie- 
ly of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, in the Uniied Slates of 
ehmerica. 

Arne. 1 This institution shall be 
denominated the Domestic and For- 
eign Missionary Sociely of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United Slales of dmerica. 

Aer. IL. It shall be composed of 
the bishops of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, and of the members 
of the the house of clerical and lay 
deputies of the General Convention 
of said church, for the time being ; 
and of such other persons, as shall 
contribute, by subscription, three 
dollars, or more, annually to the 
objects of the institution, during the 
continuance of such contributions ; 
and of such as shall contribute at 
ence thirty dollars, which contribu- 
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tion shall constitute them members 
for life. 

Mem!ers who pay fifty dollars, 
on subscribing, shall be denominated 
patrons of the society. 

It shall be the privilege of the sub- 
scribers, to designate, on their sub- 
scriptions, to which of the objects, 
domestic, or foreign, they desire 
their contributions to be applied. If 
no specification be made, the board 
of directors, may apply them to 
either, or both, at their discretion. 

Axr. UE. The society shall méet 
triennially, at the place, in which 
the General Convention, shall hold 
its session. The time of meeting 
shall be on the first day of the ses- 
sion, at five o’clock, P. M. 

A sermon shall be preached, and 
a collection made in aid of the funds 
of the society, at such time during 
the session of the Convention, as 
may be determined at the annual 
meeting : the preacher to be appoint- 
ed by the house of bishops. 

Axr TV The presiding bishop of 
this church, shall be president of the 
society ; the other bishops, accor- 
ding to seniority, viee presidents. 
There shall be two secretaries, and 
twenty four directors, who shall be 
chosen, by ballot at each meeting. 

Arr. V. The directors, together 
with the president, vice presidents, 
and patrons ef the society—who 
shall, ex officio, be directors— shall 
compose a_ bedy to be denominated 
the Board of Directors of the Do- 
mestic and Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, in the United States of 
America. They shall meet annual- 
ly in the city of Philadelphia, except 
in the year of the meeting of the 
General Convention, when they shall 
assemble at the place of the meeting 
thereof. Nine members of the board 
of directors shall be necessary to 
constitute a quorum to do business. 

The meetings of the board of di- 
rectors shall always be opened with 
using a ferm of prayer to be set forth 
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by the house of bishops for that pur- 
pose, or one or more suitable prayers 
sejected from the liturgy. 

Ane. VI. At the annual meetings, 
all missionary stations, appointmeuts 
of missionaries, and appropriations 
of money, and all by-laws necessa- 
ry for their own government, and for 
conducting the affairs of the mis- 
sions, shall be made ; provided, that 
all appointments of missionaries shal! 
be with the approbation of the bish- 
ops present. Special meetings may 
be called by the president, or by 
one of the vice-presidents, as often 
as may be necessary to carry into ef- 
fect, the resolutions adopted at the 
annual meetings of the board ; at 
which special meetings, seven mem- 
bers ine luding the president or one 
of the vice presidents, shall be a quo- 
rum to transact business. 

The board of directors, whether 
at their annual or special meetings, 
may appvint such committees as 
may be necessary or usetul. 

Arv. VIL. There shall be annu- 
ally appointed a treasurer and two 
members of the society, who togeth 
er shall be termed trustees of the 
permanent fund. 

The treasurer shal! receive all 
contributions which shall be made to 
the society, and enter them in detail, 
distinguishing be ween what may be 
contributed for domestic, aud what 
for fureign purposes, if any such dis- 
tinction should be made ; and _pre- 
sent a statement of his accounts 
annually, or oftener, if required 
to the board of directors. He 
shall not pay monies unless on an 
order from the board, signed by the 
president, or in his absence, by the 
senior vice president, who may at- 
tend the meeting, when such order 
is given. 

Twenty per cent of all monies, 
which shall be contributed, to carry 
into effect the objects of the institu- 
tion, shall be vested by the trustees, 
in their own name, as officers of 
the society, in some safe and produc- 
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tive stock, to constitute a permanent 
fund. The residue of the contribu- 
tions, with the interest arising from 
the permanent fund, shall be appro- 
priated to the objects, for which the 
society was formed. 

Arr. VILL. The board of diree- 
tors, at their annual meetings, shall 
take such measures as they may 
deem proper, to establish auxillary 
sucieties inany diocess, with the ad- 
vice and consent of the bishop of the 

Same 3 to secure patronage, and to 
enlarge the funds of the institution. 
The bishop of every dioecess shali 
be president of the auxiliary socie- 
ties organized within it. 

Arr. LX. In any diocess or dis- 
trict where there is a bishop or 
an ecclesiastical body duly constitu- 
ted under the authority ef the con- 
vention of the same for missionary 
purposes, aid may be given in mo- 
ney; but the appointment of the 
missionary shall rest with the bishop 
or ecclesiastical body aforesaid He 
shall act under their dire: tion ; and 
shall render tothem a report of bts 
proceedings, copies of which shall 
be forwarded to this society. 

Ani. X ‘The board of directors 
shall, at every meeting of the socie- 


ty, present a detailed report of their 


proceedings ; which if approved and 
adopted by the society, shall, on the 
next day, be presented by their pres- 
ident, to the General Convention, as 
the report of the society 

Ant. XL. The present convention 
shall elect, by ballot, ihe twenty-four 
directors and the two secretaries, 
provided for, by the 4th article, to 
act ti'l the first stated meeting of the 
society ; and the first meeting of the 
board of directors shall take place at 
Philadelphia, on the third Wednes- 
day in November instant. 

Akt. XII. it is recommended to 
every member of this society, to 
pray to Almighty God, for his bles- 
sing upon its designs, under the full 
conviction, that unless he direct us 
in ail our doings, with his most gra- 
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cious favour, and further us, with his 
continual help, we cannot reasona- 
bly hope, either to procure suitable 
persons to act as missionaries, or ex- 
pect that their endeavours will be 
successful. 





The former Managers of the So- 
ciety had written letters to the Sec- 
retaries of the three following Socie- 
ties in England :—** The Society for 
propagating the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts ;” “ The Society for promo- 
ting Christian Knowledge ; and 
* The Church Missionary Society.” 
Answers have been received from 
the Rev. Anthony Hamilton, Secre- 
tary of the Society for propagating 
the Gospel in foreign parts, and from 
the Rev. Josiah Pratt, Secretary of 
the Church Missionary Society. 
The last mentioned institution has 
voted an appropriation of two hun- 
dred pounds sterling for the use of 
our own Missionary Society. It may 
be gratifying to our readers to have 
the letters of these Secretaries inser- 
ted. 

* To the Rev. George Boyd. 
Church Missionary House. 
London, Sept. 21st, 1220. 
Dear Sie, 

] feel much satisfaction in ac- 
knowledging your letter of the 9th 
ultimo. and a copy of the Journal of 
the General Convention of the 
American Church. 

“‘ Qur committee cordially rejoice 
in the formation of the Protestant 
Episcopal Society in the United 
States for Domestic and Foreign 
Missions.” ‘They accept with pleas- 
ure your invitation to carry on a 
correspondence and interchange of 
publications with you. Feeling as 
we do the extent and arduousness of 
the work in which we are engaged, 
to extend the blessings of the Gospel 
to a world that lieth in error and in 
sin, we hail with gratitude every 
auxiliary which comes forward to 
take part init. Itis, however with 
peculiar feelings of satisfaction that 
we witness the Protestant Episcopal 
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Church in the United States em- 
bodying itself into a Society, for the 
purpose of concentrating its strength 
and rendering its exertions more ef- 
ficient in the Holy Cause. Though 
we wish well to the labeurs of other 
bodies of Christians to extend the 
Redeemer’s Kingdom ; yet as Kpis- 
copalians, we especially rejoice in 
the prospect of seeing the Churches 
gathered from among the ‘Heathen 
settled on those foundations, which, 
we are persuaded, are at once more 
scriptural and better suited to pro- 
mote the best interests of mankind. 

In testimony of our disposition to 
impart to your Society all the mis- 
sionary information in our power, 
we are preparing a package of our 
publications for your use. One par- 
cel is addressed to each of the Bish- 
ops, which the committee request 
their acceptance of ; and the remain- 
der we place at the disposal of the 
Managers of the Society to be made 
use of, in such manner as they deem 
most subservient to its interests. 

Copies of a work containing a 
summary view of the Society for the 
propagation of the Gospel in For- 
eign parts are also sent ; as it sup- 
plies most conclusive and eloquent 
arguments in behalf of missions, from 
authorities which members of an 
Episcopal Church will be likely to 
respect. It was compiled by me, 
chiefly from documents in the libra- 
ry of our own Society; and we are 
glad of the opportunity of putting 
forth a work which might serve the 
Society in its collections throughout 
the Kingdom, and at the same time 
testify our respect and regard to the 
elder body among us. 

We have received the Episcopal 
Magazine of the United States from 
January to April inclusive, and shall 
be thankful for the numbers in con- 
tinuation. 

A single pamphlet forwarded 
through the post office, so done up 
that the parcel is open at the ends, 
will not be subjected to the full post- 




















1822] 


age. I mention this circumstance, 
as we have been subject to very 
heavy charges at the post office in 
consequence of our friends in Amer- 
ica not being aware of it. 

} remain, dear sir, 

with much respect, 
ever faithfully yours, 
Josiau Peart. 

P. S. I should have stated above, 
that any number of the “ Quarterly 
papers” may be obtained of Mr. See- 
ley, No. 169 Fleet Street, should 
you wish for more than we have for- 
warded to you. | would just add, 
that when your Society comes into 
active operation, you will, probably, 
find it advantageous yourselves to 
prepare and put forth some such pa- 
per. 


Rev. Sir, 

{ am instructed by the Seciety for 
the propagation of the Gospel in for- 
eign parts, to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter announcing the 
foundation of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Missionary society in the United 
States. The board are anxious to 
express their earnest wishes for the 
success of your Society in their 
laudable endeavours; and to invite 
further communications as opportu- 
nities may present themselves. 
They beg you to accept forthe use 
of the Protestant Episcopal Mission- 
ary Society in the United States 
copies of their six last reports, with 
an assurance of the satisfaction they 
have derived from your important 
communication. 

I am, Rev. Sir, 
Your obedient servant 
AntHony Haminton. 

Secrelary of the Society, P. G. F. 

No. 42 Castle Street, Leicester Sqr. 
November 23d, 1820. 


To the Rev. George Boyd. 
. Church Missionary House, 
London, July 10th, 1821. 
Dear Sir, 
Bishop Griswold having suggested 
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tome in a letter ander date of the 
16th November last, but which did 
not reach me till the i2th ultimo, 
that the Protestant Episcopal Mis- 
sionary Socieiy in the United States 
for foreign and domestic missions, is 
desirous to avail itself of the ofler, 
conveyed in a letter of mine to the 
Bishop under date of July 3ist 117, 
to afford pecuniary aid to such an 
Institution on its formation, the Bish- 
op’s letter was laid before our com- 
mittee yesterday ; and they came to 
a unanimous resolution to grant 
L200 sterling to the Institution for 
its effective establishment. 

You will therefore have the kind- 
ness to inform the Directors of the 
Society that that sum awaits their ap- 
propriation, at such period and in 
such manner as they may deem ex- 
pedient. 

I have much pleasure in making 
this communication, and in assuring 
you of the cordial satisfaction fel: by 
our committee in thus co-operating 
with their Episcopal Brethren in 
the United States, in promoting the 
extension of the Redeemer’s King- 
dom among the Heathen. 

We hope you receive our registers 
and other publications regularly. 
They are forwarded monthly to your 
address, through Messrs. Morrall and 
Watson, Liverpool. 

We shall at all times be glad to 
hear of the plans and operations of 
your Society. 

I remain, Dear Sir, 
faithfully yours, 
Josian Pratt. 

The business of the Convention 
being finished, the presiding Bishop, 
addressed the members in the fol- 
lowing words :— 


* Brethren of this Convention, 

“ T take the liberty of giving vent 
to the feelings which possess me, at 
the conclusion of our session. 

** | have attended all the meetings | 
of the General Conventions, from 
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the beginning of our organization. 
On some of those occasions, we as- 
sembled with apprehensions in the 
minds of many judicious men who 
had the interests of the church at 
heart, that the deliberations would 
be disturbed by angry passions, and 
end in disunion. In every instance, 
the reverse was the issue : which led 
mr to hope, that there was in this 
matter a verifying of the promise of 
the great Head of the church, of be- 
ing with her to the end of the world. 

“ ‘The reason of this call of your 
attention to the fact stated, is the 
harmony with which we are con- 
cluding the present session ; after 
having met with diversity of senti- 
ment on some important points ; on 
whic, in consequence of mutual 
eoncession, and the merging of local 
attachments in the great object of 
general good, we are new separating 
with confirmed zeal for the great 
eause in which we are engaged ; to 
be followed, it is to be hoped, by 
renewed endeavours for its advance- 
ment, each of us in his proper 
sphere 

“ With this prospect before me, I 
invite you to lift your hearts and 
your voices, in singing to the praise 
and glory of God a psalm eppro- 
priate to the occasion. 

The members of both houses then 
united in singing the 133d psalm— 
after which the benediction was pro- 
nounced, and the heuse adjourned, 
sine die. 
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SURVEY OF MISSIONARY 
STATIONS. 


And the Genliles shall come to thy 
light. —Isa. |x. 3. 


As few of the European Maga- 
zines, it is presumed, find their way 
to the interior of the ceuntry. we 
doubt not we shall de an acceptable 


service to our readers, by placing 
before them the latest accounts of 
Missionary establishments in the va- 
rious quarters of the world. The 
Tabular View which we now pro- 
pose to give, is principally conden- 
sed from the pages of the Misstona- 
ry Register, a work conducted un- 
der the patronage of the Churcle 
Missionary Soviety in London. 

It is comparatively but a few 
years, since the duty of extending 
the Gospel to the heathen has been 
practically recognized in Christian 
countries ; but euch is the spirit 
with which missionary exertions are 
now carried on, that it promises to 
redeem, in some measure, the time 
that has already been lost. Indeed, 
the Missionary Stations have now 
become so numerous, that we car 
do little more than name them in the 
Survey we propose to give. Yet 
brief as our present notice of these 
stations must necessarily be, it will 
serve as a guide to our readers, 
whenever they find any account of 
Missionary — transactions inserted 
hereafter in our Journal. 

We begin with the stations in 


WESTERN AFRICA. 


“ The Slave Trade,” remarks 
Sir George Collier, in his Report te 
the Lords of the Admiralty, “ es- 
pecially as it is now conducted by 
the Spaniards, Portuguese, and 
Americans, is more horrible, than 
those, who have not had the misfor- 
tune to witness it, can believe ; in- 
deed, no description that [ could 
give, would con‘ey a true picture of 
its baseness and atrocity.” This 
traffic still presents a formidable ob- 
stacle to the success of Missionary 
exertions, and indeed, to al] attempts 
to meliorate the condition of the na- 
tives. 

A beginning in Native Education 
has been made in 
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1822.] 
SENEGAL. 


Under this term are comprehended the 
French possessions on the river of this 
name, which flows into the Atlantic, north 
of Cape Verd. ‘The principal settlement 
is on the Isle of St. Louis, near the mouth 
ef the Senegal. 


Mr. Dand, from the Society at 
Paris, for promoting the system of 
Mutual Instruction, has, for several 
years superintended a school of 200 
Native Children at St. Louis: 130 
are become competent to carry into 
the interior the knowledge they have 
acquired. Ile has several sons of 
@hiefs among his pupils. 


BATHURST. 


A Settlement on the Island of St. Mary, 
at the mouth of the Gambia, between the 
3th and 14th degrees uvorth of the Line. 
Inhabitants, above 1000, besides the Gar- 
rison. 


The Colony is in a promising con- 
dition; and the progress made, both 
in the building and toward the civil- 
ization of the Natives in its immedi- 
ate vicinity, is very considerable. 

The Jaloofs are a fine race of peo- 
ple ; and there are peculiarities in 
their character which would adorn a 
Christian. 

Captain Grant has formed a 


school ; and also reads prayers ev- 


ery Sunday. ‘The people generally 
express their wishes for a Chaplain 
and a Schoolmaster. The inhabit- 
ants of this Colony are from differ- 
ent parts of Africa. 

This account was given in the 
early part of 1820, since which time, 
the Rev. Robert Hughes has been 
sent as Chaplain to the Colony, by 
the Church Missionary Society. 


WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Appointed to this Station. 
John Baker, 


Mr. Baker, who was at Sierra Le- 
one, having been relieved by other 
Missieraries, has been appointed to 


John Morgan. 
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begin a new Mission on the banks of 
the Gambia ; and was to be joined 
by Mr. Morgan from England. They 
are encouraged in their undertaking 
by the Governor of Sierre Leone. 





SIERRA LEONE. 


We are glad of an opportunity to say 
something of this Colony, if it were only 
to put it in the power of our readers te 
correct some of the enormous misvepre- 
sentations which are made of its condi- 
tion, in some of our public prints—chief- 
ly, we fear, with the view of discourag- 
ing the efforts of our own Society for Col- 
onizing the liberated negroes. The pop- 
ulation of the whole Colony amounted, in 
the beginning of 1819, to 9565. In July, 
1826, there were 12,509, exclusive of the 
military and their families. ‘his in- 
crease consisted of Negroes, liberated 
from Slave ships by armed vessels on the 
coast, and discharged Native Soldiers and 
their Families. 


The Colony is divided into four- 
teen Parishes, each of which in- 
cludes a number of settlements. Al- 
though the climate cannot be con- 
sidered as healthy, particularly for 
Europeans, yet it is far more so than 
has been often represented. Roads 
have been cut in every direction ; 
many towns and villages are built ; 
and others are building, as the black 
population increases ; Churches have 
been erected ; some of which are 
large enough to contain a thousand 
peopte. “T visited all the Black 
Towns and Villages,” says Sir G. 
Collier, “attended the public Schools 
and other establishments ; and I 
never witnessed in any population, 
more contentment and happiness.” 

From Jan. 1, 1819, to July 6, 
1820. there were in the Colony 458 
marriages, §71 Births, and 1261 
Baptisins of Adults and Infants ; and 
at the latter date there were 2097 
Children and Adults under educa- 
tion. 

The Rev. Messrs. Garnsey and 
Flood have been appointed First and 
Second Chaplains to the Colony. 
In the midst of the duties of their 
important station, they render very 
efficient assistance in the direction of 

















32 


the affairs of the Church Missionary 
Society. 

Quarterly Meetings are held of the 
Chaplains, Missionaries, and Sehool- 
masters, for regulating the Society’s 
concerns ; and an Annual meeting 
of the Sierra Leone Church Mission- 
ary Association, at which a Sermon 
is preached, and a collection made. 
A spirit of harmony aprd_ love, 
greatly cherished by these meetings, 
pervades the members of the Mis- 
sion, to a degree hitherto unknown. 
The inhabitants have also formed a 
Bible Society Auxiliary to the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society. But 
it is time to proceed to a more par- 
ticular Survey of the Towns in the 
Colony. 


FREETOWN. 


The Chiet Town in the Colony—in the 
Parish of St. George—Inhabitants, exclu- 
sive of the Military, 4785. 

CHURCH MISSION ARY SOCIETY. 

Robert Beckley, Schoolmaster. 

Mrs. Beckley, Schoolmistress. 


G. Fox, and Mrs. Fox, Native 4s- 
sistants. 


Number of Scholars, 575—A 
Missionary Association is formed 
among the boys. Their contribu- 
tions have begun at the rate of 
about £10 per annum. 

Mr. Beckley writes—‘“ There is 
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| Jan. 


a great desire among the adults to 
learn. ‘They requested me to open 
a Sunday School, which I have done, 
and there are in attendance about 
120” Ona Sunday evening, the 
children and adults-are collected to- 
gether, when the scriptures are ex- 
plained to them. 


WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


John Huddlestone, G. Lane, Mis- 
stonarves. 


The number of persons who are 
members of the Society in Freetown 
and the adjacent villayes, is 261. 


KISSEY. 


A Town of Liberated Negroes, in the 
Parish of St. Patric k-—Inhabitants in the 
Town and its vicinity, 1033. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


1816. 


Gustavus Reinhold Nylander, Minis- 
ler. 
Stephen Caulker, Native Usher. 
Mrs. Wenzel, Schoolmistress. 

At Family Prayers, morning and 
evening, about 200 attend ; and se- 
veral hundred frequent public Wor- 
ship on Sundays. A Weekly Pray- 
er Meeting is held every Wednes- 
day Evening 

There were 150 Scholars under 
education in July 

To be continued. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


Two communications from Veracitas. are received. 


Their length 


will prevent their insertion at present, unless it should be thought advisa- 


ble to divide them. 


B. D., on Genesis vi. 5., will appear in our next. 


The “ History of the Church in Newtown,” with the “ Memoirs” &c. 
and the Essay of “ Latimer,” will appear. 











